
April 2013

Ernest Y. Martin
Chair and Presiding Officer
Honolulu City Council

Representing District II:
Mililani Mauka, Wahiawā, Whitmore Village, Mokulē‘ia, Waialua, Hale‘iwa, Waimea, Pūpūkea, Sunset Beach,

Kahuku, La‘ie, Hau‘ula, Punalu‘u, Kahana, Ka‘a‘awa, Kualoa, Waiāhole, Waikane,
Kahalu‘u, Ahuimanu, and a portion of He‘eia

Council Calendar

City Council Meeting : April 17

 Monday, April 23:

Public Safety and Economic Develop-

ment - 9:00 am

Parks - 10:30 am

Executive Matters & Legal Affairs -

1:00 pm

 Wednesday, April 24:

Budget - 9:00 am

Public Works &

Sustainability - 1:00 pm

 Thursday, April 25:

Zoning & Planning - 9:00 am

Transportation - 1:00 pm

Intergovernmental Affairs and Human

Services - 2:30 pm

Ernest Martin
Council Chair
emartin@honolulu.gov

768-5002

Kimberly Ribellia
Chief of Staff
Executive Assistant
kribellia@honolulu.gov

768-5036

Laura Figueira
Chief Policy Advisor
lfigueira@honolulu.gov

768-5034

Reed Matsuura
Senior Community Liaison
rmatsuura@honolulu.gov

768-5038

Heidi Tsuneyoshi
Community Liaison
htsuneyoshi@honolulu.gov

768-5039

Michael Sakata
Community Liaison
msakata@honolulu.gov

768-5037

Office Contact Information

Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

On April 3, 2013, Mayor Kirk Caldwell deliv-
ered his first State of the City address to a crowd of
dignitaries and invited guests at the Mission Memo-
rial Auditorium. Most of the City Council mem-
bers were in attendance, taking the time to hear
what the Mayor had to say about his first one hun-
dred days in office. Mayor Caldwell emphasized
the team effort of his new administration, proudly
reporting that it includes the first woman to serve as
the Managing Director of the City & County of
Honolulu, Ember Shinn. In fact, women make up
over one-third of the directors and deputies running
the city in the Caldwell administration.

All of the Directors, the Police Chief and the
Fire Chief were recognized for their talent and dedi-
cation to public service. The Mayor’s speech high-
lighted five priorities that have been the focal point of his time in office to date.
His top priority has been to restore full bus service. North shore residents were
among those riders who experienced the most serious impacts of the cuts to bus
routes last year. The Council whole-heartedly supports the restoration and the
Mayor’s plan for a phased in restoration has already begun. There are plans to
restore service to five more routes in May, and complete full restoration in the
month of August.

The Council is very likely to support the 3.5 mil-
lion dollars in the Mayor’s proposed budget to cover
this priority and to fully integrate bus service into
the City’s plan for a transportation system for Oahu
that will eventually include rail transit. The Mayor’s
second priority is road repair and maintenance. In
spite of the Council’s rejection of a five cent a gallon
increase in the fuel tax to fund it, he still proposes to
spend 150 million dollars a year, re-paving 300 lane
miles per year, over the next five years. This is a
very ambitious plan and its feasibility remains to be
seen. We all agree that the work is important. The
only dispute is how much to spend and how fast the
City is able to spend it on road repair.

The State of the City



On April 8, 2013, the City Council’s Committee on Budget
held a special meeting to consider the first-round of amend-
ments to the City’s operating and capital improvement budgets.
On the operating side, among other amendments, I appropriated
$1 million for the restoration of bus routes 55 and 52 to reduce
the wait-time from 45 to 30 minutes.

For the capital improvement budget most of the amend-
ments submitted from our office were accepted including the
Ahilama Bridge Culvert, mitigation of wetland and construc-
tion of parking lot in Waiahole Beach Park and the Pulama
Road temporary by-pass. Now, the mission is keeping the pro-
jects in the budget. For this we are reaching out to the Kahalu‘u
community to submit testimony or, even better, attend the April
17th Council meeting at Kapolei Hale there the budget bills are
up for second reading/public hearing. Community testimony will show the administration the importance of
the proposed projects.

When the operating and capital budget bills pass second reading, they will return to the Committee
on Budget for further discussion and amendments. Following approval in committee, the full Council will
have the opportunity to make any final adjustments to the budget bills on third reading and a final vote.

Council Considers Amendments to the City’s Budgets

The Mayor proposed the mitigation of Waia-
hole Beach Park’s wetland and the construction
of a 30-stall parking lot in the FY2018. We’ve
included it in this year’s budget.

Continued from page 1

The Mayor also stressed the importance of sewer capacity and its impact on new development and the
construction industry. One of the most interesting initiatives for the new administration is the fourth prior-
ity of re-establishing public pride in our city Parks. Again, the Council is likely to support the Mayor’s
plans to maintain our parks as clean and safe recreation areas for local families and visitors to enjoy.

He claims that some of our parks have become both unsafe and unclean, prompting him to propose
nearly $12 million to repair and improve park facilities such as restrooms, aging playground and lighting
equipment, and run-down recreational facilities. Priority five is the Mayor’s pledge to build rail better by
reducing visual impacts, encouraging community input and promoting fiscal transparency. Here too, the
City Council likely to share these goals for building the mass transit system. In addition to the five priori-
ties, the Mayor also cited Oahu’s homeless population of 4,500 people and the social problems they repre-
sent as in need of our immediate attention.

For the near-term, the Mayor said, we need to find a temporary solution to get
people off of the streets, out of the parks, and return these areas to the public. He
indicated he will sign Bill 7, a bill that addresses nuisances on public sidewalks
and is being advanced by the City Council. The Council’s intent is to direct the
homeless off the streets and into safe shelters where they can receive social ser-
vices. Finally, the Mayor called for the development of an age-friendly city that is
geared to the needs of our elderly citizens through careful planning of our infra-
structure and transportation services such as the HandiVan service and expedit-
ing city permits for home improvements to help our seniors age-in-place. These
priorities of the new administration are common goals shared by the Council and
hopes are high for a cooperative effort between the Mayor and the City Council in
the weeks and months ahead.

The HandiVan is a criti-
cal component of City
transportation services.


