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Mililani Mauka Neighborhood Board Report

Mayor Kirk Caldwell recently delivered his
first State of the City address to a crowd of digni-
taries and invited guests at the Mission Memorial
Auditorium. Next to his top priority of restoring
full bus service, the Mayor has set his sights on
road repair and maintenance. You would be
hard-pressed to find anyone on the City Council
who does not agree with the Mayor on the need
to repair our roads. But what you do find is ap-
prehension over the high price tag of his ambi-
tious plan for road repair and skepticism about
the ability of the city to spend such large sums of
money in a timely manner.

In spite of the Council's rejection of a 5 cent-a-gallon increase in the fuel tax to
fund it, the Mayor is still focused on re-paving 300 lane miles a year at a total cost of
$750 million over the next five years. Previous testimony from the Department of De-
sign and Construction on existing balances for prior fiscal years revealed that only $1
million of the $100 million appropriated by the Council for road repair this fiscal year
had been spent by the end of the third quarter. When questioned about the ability to
execute contracts, the Mayor indicated that additional personnel may have to be hired
to meet the proposed accelerated schedule of $150 million a year on road repairs.

Do we really want to live beyond our means? Most of the $15 million generated by
the Mayor's proposed fuel tax increase would have gone to cover the debt incurred by
borrowing $150 million a year for five years. Without any real evidence that the city
can spend all of that money on road repairs each year, why incur more debt and sub-
ject Oahu drivers to the highest gas tax in the country to pay for it?

There is a better way to approach the problem of road repair and maintenance. The
Council budgeted $100 million for road repair last year. Increasing that amount to
$120 million this year and 10 percent more each year for the next four years would
provide almost the same amount as the mayor has proposed to spend without the need
to raise taxes. These incremental increases to the road repair budget would be contin-
gent on the city's ability to spend the money allocated each year. Budget decisions
would be based on performance and not wishful thinking. While still expensive, it is a
more reasonable approach to road repairs and one that provides a transition between
the current schedule of repair work and where the city wants to be in five years. This
gradual yet significant increase of resources devoted to road repair and maintenance
would also be an annual test of our ability to do the job on time and within budget,
with Oahu drivers keeping score.

City Needs Reasonable Schedule for Road Repairs



On April 8, 2013, the City Council’s Committee on Budget held a special
meeting to consider the first-round of amendments to the City’s operating and
capital improvement budgets. Among other amendments to Bill 11 (2013), CD1
Relating to the Executive Operating Budget and Program for the Fiscal Year July
1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 I appropriated at least $60,000 of current expenses to
install traffic calming devices at various locations in Launani Valley and North
Shore. This is in response to communication my office has received from resi-
dents of Launani Valley who have reported continued safety concerns for pedes-
trians due to speeding motorists in the area.

Bill 12 (2013), CD1 Relating to the Executive Capital Budget for the Fiscal Year
July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 includes Project #2002110 for Mililani Mauka District
Park. The total amount included for the project is $2,915,000 with $2,650,000 for con-
struction and $265,000 for inspection of a lighting system for a baseball field, basket-
ball courts, and tennis courts.

The budget bills are up for second reading at the April 17th Council meeting at Ka-
polei Hale. When the operating and capital budget bills pass second reading, they will

return to the Committee on Budget for further discussion and amendments. Following approval in committee, the
full Council will have the opportunity to make final adjustments to the budget bills on third reading and a final vote.

Public support for these projects are essential in highlighting the importance of these projects to the community.
You have a few options to voice your support. Speaker registration can be completed on-line at http://
www.honolulu.gov/council/attnspkccl.htm or you can call 768-3813. You can also provide written testimony if you
are unable to make it to a meeting and would like to be on record. Testimony can be faxed to 768-3826 or email
your written testimony to http://www.honolulu.gov/council/emailccl.htm. Please note that submitting written testi-
mony does not register you to speak. You must do so separately. Also, speaker registration closes at 10 am on the
day of the meeting, but oral testimony will be allowed after all registered speakers are finished.

Please contact our office at 768-5002 with any further questions that you may have regarding these budget items.

Council Considers Amendments to the City’s Budgets

It was noted at a previous meeting of the Mililani Mauka Neighborhood Board that
residents at the top of Mililani Mauka could not hear the emergency siren when it went
off during the tsunami warning. The concern was forwarded to the City’s Department of
Emergency Management for their response.

The response provided stated that the Department of Emergency Management (DEM)
and State Civil Defense (SCD) has completed site surveys for the area. DEM contacted

SCD and the State Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) to follow up on status. Their response
was that they have already sent a letter to the Mililani Town Association (MTA) asking permission to install a siren
across from Mililani Ike Elementary School. This location would be on a strip of land between the Community Cen-
ter and the Board of Water Supply tanks next door, which belongs to MTA.

It was also stated in the response that this siren is a Priority 4, which means that final planning and funding are
several years down the road as the shoreline/tsunami areas have higher priority at this current time. If you have addi-
tional questions or concerns please contact the Department of Emergency Management at 723-8960 or email
dem@honolulu.gov. You may also call our office at 768-5002.

Request for an Additional Emergency Siren for Mililani Mauka


