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Ernest Martin
Council Chair
emartin@honolulu.gov

768-5002

Kimberly Ribellia
Chief of Staff
Executive Assistant
kribellia@honolulu.gov

768-5036

Laura Figueira
Chief Policy Advisor
lfigueira@honolulu.gov

768-5034

Reed Matsuura
Senior Community Liaison
rmatsuura@honolulu.gov

768-5038

Heidi Tsuneyoshi
Community Liaison
htsuneyoshi@honolulu.gov

768-5039

Michael Sakata
Community Liaison
msakata@honolulu.gov

768-5037

Office Contact Information

Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

With thousands of residents
living within the District II
boundary lines, disaster prepar-
edness is essential to the well
being of the community. Many
of our communities are only
accessible through Kame-
hameha Highway allowing one-
way in and one-way out. The
City’s Department of Emer-
gency Management provides
Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team training for com-
munity members who are inter-
ested in protecting the well-
being of their neighbors.

Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, training aims to equip members of
neighborhoods, community organizations or workplaces in basic response skills. CERT
members are then integrated into the emergency response capability for that area. When
a disaster prevents the community’s professional response team to provide help, CERT
team members can assist others by applying the basic skills they learn. CERT prepara-
tion can help save and sustain lives following disaster until help arrives.

The CERT concept began in 1995. Since then, teams have been established not only in
Hawaii, but also in the Continental United States.

I would highly recommend this program for you and your neighbors. Please partner
with your local community group to develop a plan for your area. It is imperative that
we are all well-prepared for any natural disaster that may occur. This free workshop is a
great service provided by the City.

CERT training can be customizable for different communities to tailor to its specific
needs. Under a grant provided by the Department of Homeland Security, the training is
free of charge. CERT Training is available to all individuals over the age of 18. Indi-
viduals between the ages of 16 to 18 may participate with a signed parental consent
form.

For more information please contact Mr. Jeff Spencer at 723-8960 or via email at jspen-
cer1@honolulu.gov

Community Emergency Response Team



Kahalu‘u and KEY Project “Going Green

The KEY Project held its annual recycling fundraising drive on
July 21st, 2012. “Going Green,” is a fundraiser that helps both
non-profit and the community.

As usual, the metal recycling was the highlight of the event com-
ing in by the truckload. Residents had the option to bring the
metal to the location or schedule a pickup by one of the spon-
sored trucks. Along with the metal recycling, the drive accepted
computers, various electronics, plastics, glass, batteries and other
reusable goods that were accepted by Goodwill for future use.

I was happy to see so
many community mem-
bers come out to sup-
port such a worthy
cause as well as com-
munity members who
came out to volunteer.
All proceeds go back to
KEY Project to help
further its mission to
promote the Hawaiian
culture to the
Ko‘olaupoko youth.

KEY Project End of Summer Hoike

Last month, KEY Project’s Youth Kipuka Summer Cultural Heritage Program
held its annual end-of-summer Ho‘ike. John Reppun and his staff run a highly
extensive Hawaiian immersion program which hands down traditional Hawaiian
practices to the younger generations.

Like last year, the children put on a fantastic performance, demonstrating what
they learned this summer with the assistance kumu. Malama I kou kino, the
theme of this year’s program, took the keiki on a journey to learn about them-
selves, their ‘ohana, and living healthy.

John and his crew provide a very important service to the community by not only
helping to preserve the Hawaiian culture, but giving the youth a safe place for
recreational activities. Thank you to John and the entire KEY Project staff. I look
forward to next year’s production!

Ahilama Bridge Update

The Ahilama Bridge issue is currently being addressed by the Departments of Facilities Maintenance (DFM) and De-
sign and Construction (DDC). DFM has placed sandbags to help stabilize the wall while DDC works on a permanent
solution. DDC received the Notice to Proceed on July 16, 2012, and its consultant has begun the topographic study
and geotechnical work. They are working on applying for exemptions to the permitting process to expedite the work.


