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City Council Meeting : Sept. 12
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Sustainability - 1:00 pm
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Legislative Matters - 2:30 pm
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Mililani Mauka Neighborhood Board

Disaster preparedness is es-
sential to the well-being of our
communities in the event of a
natural disaster. Many of our
communities have only one-
way in and one-way out which
could delay access by first
responders. The City’s De-
partment of Emergency Man-
agement provides Community
Emergency Response Team
training for community mem-
bers who are interested in
protecting the well-being of
their neighbors.

Community Emergency Response Team, or CERT, training aims to equip mem-
bers of neighborhoods, community organizations or workplaces in basic re-
sponse skills. CERT members are then integrated into the emergency response
capability for that area. When a disaster prevents the community’s professional
response team to provide help, CERT team members can assist others by ap-
plying the basic skills they learn. CERT preparation can help save and sustain
lives following disaster until help arrives.

The CERT concept began in 1995. Since then, teams have been established
not only in Hawaii, but also in the Continental United States. I would highly rec-
ommend this program for you and your neighbors. Please partner with your lo-
cal community groups to develop a plan for your area. It is imperative that we
are all well-prepared for any natural disaster that may occur.

CERT training can be customized for different communities to tailor to its spe-
cific needs. Under a grant provided by the Department of Homeland Security,
the training is free of charge. CERT Training is available to all individuals over
the age of 18. Individuals between the ages of 16 to 18 may participate with a
signed parental consent form.

Registration is ongoing through the Department of Emergency Management.
For more information and to register please contact Jeff Spencer, Volunteer Co-
ordinator at 723-8960 or via email at jspencer1@honolulu.gov.

Community Emergency Response Team



Action Taken to Restore City Bus Routes
I have received calls daily from constituents with concerns about
the recent changes to bus routes in District 2 as well as routes
throughout the island. I am very concerned about the hardships
these changes have caused the community and in response intro-
duced two resolutions which were adopted unanimously at the Full
Council meeting held on August 15th.

Resolution 12-173, CD1 urges the Mayor to find funding in the City
Budget to immediately restore service cuts instituted to city bus
routes. Resolution 12-177 would suspend the farebox recovery
policy on funding the operating costs of the city bus system for fis-
cal year 2013. The Council is now awaiting the Mayor’s action and is hopeful that he will move favorably
on these two resolutions so steps can be taken to restore this essential city service.

Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, Phase 8A & Phase 9

Recently I have received numerous calls regarding poor road conditions
in Mililani town. Driving through the areas of concern I agree that the
roadways are in need of repair. I am happy to report that through con-
sistent communication and collaboration with the Department of Design
and Construction extensive roadwork has been scheduled for Mililani
town through the Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, Phase 8A.

In addition, specifications are currently being compiled for rehabilitation/
resurfacing/reconstruction of street projects for East Mililani and Mililani
Mauka through the Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, Phase 9. I look
forward to the start of these important community projects and will be
sure to monitor progress until completion. If you have questions regard-
ing these project please feel free to call my office at 768-5002.

Q&A with Ernie

Submitting Testimony on Legislative Action Items
Question: How do I voice my opinion on legislation moving through council?
Answer: You have a few options when it comes to submitting testimony to the City Council.

1. Speaker Registration - Everyone has the opportunity to attend a City Council or Committee Meeting and pro-
vide oral testimony on items on the meeting agenda. To ensure you are on the list of speakers you may do the
following:

a. Use the On-Line City Council Speaker Registration form available at http://www.honolulu.gov/
council/attnspkccl.htm;

b. Send a fax to 768-3826 indicating your desire to register to speak, along with your name, phone
number and subject matter;

c. Fill out the registration form in person; or
d. call 768-3813.

2. Written Testimony – If you are unable to make it to a meeting and would like to be on record, you may also
submit something in writing. Here are the instructions for doing so:

a. Fax your testimony to 768-3826 or
b. Go to http://www.honolulu.gov/council/emailccl.htm to e-mail your written testimony.

Please note that submitting written testimony does not register you to speak. You must do so separately. Also,
speaker registration closes at 10 am of the meeting day, but oral testimony will be allowed after all registered speak-
ers have finished.


