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The condition of our roads and
highways affects each and every
one of us on Oahu whether we
drive a car, ride a bus or even walk
to our destinations. New construc-
tion and repair of our roads is a
primary concern of public officials
and a constant expense for taxpay-
ers. A recent nation wide study
found that Hawaii’s state-
maintained system had the worst
rate of decline in the country from
1989 to 2009. Yet in 2009, we
spent nearly seven times the na-
tional average on administrative costs, three times the average on construction costs and
twice the average on maintenance costs.

To be fair, the State Department of Transportation acknowledged that Hawaii’s high-
ways are in need of serious improvement and admitted that a critical reason is that mil-
lions of dollars have been diverted from the State Highways Special Fund to the general
fund, short changing the schedule of repair work. It is not quite the same situation at the
City. The Council consistently budgets for rehabilitation of roads, and just as consis-
tently, the funds are not encumbered in a timely manner. In 2010, only 50 % of the $77
million allotted for road repairs had been encumbered by the third quarter of the fiscal
year. Of the same amount allotted in 2011, only $73 thousand was encumbered going
into the last three months of the year, less than 10% of the budgeted $77 million.

Mayor Caldwell made infrastructure improvements a top priority of his administration
and road repair in particular. Yet in spite of the Council’s rejection of a five cent a gallon
increase in the fuel tax to fund $750 million on road maintenance over the next five years,
the Mayor still proposes to re-pave 300 lane miles per year at a cost of $150 million annu-
ally. This is a very ambitious plan and its feasibility remains to be seen. The Council is
in full agreement with the Mayor on the importance of the road work, but the dispute is
over how much to spend and how fast the City is able to spend it.

Both the State and the City have had a history of dealing with road repairs in the order
of deterioration and that is clearly not the best approach. Thankfully, we are literally on
the road to better management practices. With aggressive preventive maintenance such
as the application of slurry seals, roads may survive in good condition for many years
beyond the current life expectancy of pavement. Good roads improve the driving experi-
ence and the mood of the driver. I am speaking from experience as one who drives an
average of 25,000 miles a year. The quality of our roads affects the quality of life for all
residents. Traffic congestion may be a part of life in Hawaii but it goes a lot smoother
with a good road beneath you.
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Planning for Road Repair and Maintenance



We have already seen some storm activity this hurricane season and more could be on the way. With the scare of Tropi-
cal Storm Flossie and the possibility of Hurricane Henriette reaching our shores, it is vital that residents are prepared.
Since 1959 three hurricanes have made landfall in Hawai'i causing severe damage in the billions of dollars. Of these,
Hurricane Iniki was the strongest with winds up to 145 mph, gusts up to 175 mph and storm surge in the 15'18' range.

Hurricanes combine the triple threat of violent winds, torrential rains, abnormally high waves, and storm surge. Each of
these by itself could pose a serious threat to life and property. Taken together they are capable of causing widespread
destruction. To better prepare yourself and your family for the possibility of a hurricane or tropical storm, please follow
the tips below.

Learn: Educate yourself on disasters that can affect you and your family.

Plan: Create and exercise a Family Disaster Plan. Locate a secondary meeting place and designate an off island contact.

Develop a 5-7 Day Disaster Supplies Kit:

Your disaster supplies kit should contain enough of the following items to last for 5-7 days:

Water - One gallon of water per person per day for five-to-seven days for drinking and sanitation
Food - Non-perishable food that does not require cooking. Popular local foods such as Spam, corned beef and Vienna
Sausages
Eating Utensils - Plates, mess kits, forks and chop sticks. Don't forget a non-electric can opener for canned foods.
Radio - Battery-powered or hand crank radio with NOAA Weather alert.
Light - Flashlight and or a portable fluorescent light.
Spare batteries - Check annually.
First Aid - Get a good kit and consider enrolling in a certified
first-aid course.
Whistle - Important for signaling for help. A whistle carries
much farther than the human voice and uses less energy than
yelling.
Dust Mask - Helps to filter contaminated air.
Sanitation - Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for
personal sanitation.
Tools - Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities, Duct tape.
Maps - Local area maps.
Prescription - Special medications and glasses.
Baby - Infant formula and diapers.
Pets - Pet food and extra water for your pet.

Following these few simple steps will have you and your family better prepared in a worst-case scenario. It is imperative
that we all take part in our own disaster preparedness outside of what State and City government can provide to ensure
our own safety.

The City’s Grants in Aid Advisory Commission has finalized and sent its funding recommendations to the City Council
for fiscal year 2014. In an expedited effort to analyze 134 applications approved by the Department of Community Ser-
vices, the commission completed its research and presented its findings and recommendations to the Council by the Au-
gust 1st deadline. To complete this process, the commission held to an ambitious schedule, meeting twice a week for
briefings with the DCS Deputy Director Gary Nakata.

Grant proposals were scored on a scale of 1 to 100 with 77.86 being the cutoff point. Forty-one nonprofits were selected
and a total of $5,136,440 was appropriated for the FY2014 funding cycle.

In 2012, Oahu residents voted to create a fund where one-half of one-percent of the general revenue would be reserved to
assist qualified non-profits. Following the commission’s vetting process, the list of recommendations is transmitted to
the City Council for approval.

Grants in Aid Commission Submits Recommendations to Council

Hurricane Preparedness is Everyone’s Responsibility

Hurricane Iniki left a trail of downed utility poles in its wake. Disaster
preparedness is key in ensuring the well-being of you and your family.


