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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

Council Looks at Ways to Support Non-Profits

Nonprofit organizations provide vital services
when government agencies are unable to ade-
quately address a wide array of community
needs, from housing to environmental preser-
vation and protection. They can be a critical
component of the overall well-being and qual-
ity of life for individuals in our communities.
These organizations greatly depend on grants
from government entities as well as donations
from private donors.

I introduced Bill 4 (2013) to create another avenue of funding for nonprofit organiza-
tions. It will assist organizations that continue to provide services to economically or
socially disadvantaged individuals. They also provide services in the areas of arts,
culture, economic development and the environment.

To fund this effort, one-half of one percent of the estimated general fund revenues
would be deposited into a special account which would include any interest earned on
the revenue.

The bill states that a grants-in-aid advisory commission will be created to review ap-
plications for grants and to advise the city on projects to be considered for appropria-
tions from this fund. The expenditure recommendations have to be consistent with pri-
orities that will be established by the Council by resolution.

The Council will select the projects to be funded through the annual budget process
and the project selection will have to comply with the requirements set forth in the
City Charter.

To ensure that the fund is used for its intended purpose, the bill states that no more
than five percent of the monies in the fund can be used for administrative expenses.
Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year shall not lapse but re-
main in the fund, carrying over year-to-year and cannot be used for any purpose ex-
cept what is listed in the bill.

The bill passed first reading at the Full Council meeting held on January 30th and was
on the agenda for the Budget Committee meeting held on February 13th. Updates will
be made available as this bill continues to go through the process and recommenda-
tions are made. If you have any questions on this legislation, please do not hesitate to
call my office.



Q&A with Ernie

Submitting Testimony on Legislative Action Items
Question: How do I voice my opinion on legislation moving through council?
Answer: You have a few options when it comes to submitting testimony to the City Council.

1. Speaker Registration - Everyone has the opportunity to attend a City Council or Committee Meeting
and provide oral testimony on items on the meeting agenda. To ensure you are on the list of speak-
ers you may do the following:

a. Use the On-Line City Council Speaker Registration form available at http://
www.honolulu.gov/council/attnspkccl.htm;

b. Send a fax to 768-3826 indicating your desire to register to speak, along with your name,
phone number and subject matter;

c. Fill out the registration form in person; or
d. Call 768-3813.

2. Written Testimony – If you are unable to make it to a meeting and would like to be on record, you
may also submit something in writing. Here are the instructions for doing so:

a. Fax your testimony to 768-3826 or
b. Go to http://www.honolulu.gov/council/emailccl.htm to e-mail your written testimony.

Please note that submitting written testimony does not register you to speak. You must do so separately.
Also, speaker registration closes at 10 am of the meeting day, but oral testimony will be allowed after all
registered speakers have finished.

The importance of nonprofits extends further than the credit
they receive. Many nonprofits provide necessary public ser-
vices when government cannot. To continue their work, some
organizations hold fairs and events at public parks to raise
money and awareness of their cause. Unfortunately, there are
occasions where their efforts are construed as a for-profit
practice and they are currently facing obstacles when holding
their events at public parks.

To address this issue, the Council is discussing Bill 5 (2013)
which amends the definition of commercial activities to read
that events conducted by nonprofit organizations including
nonprofit fundraising activities and activities of vendors par-
ticipating in nonprofit events shall not be considered commer-
cial.

Currently, there is a complete ban of commercial activities at
public parks. With the passage of this bill, community events
like the Wahiawa Pineapple Festival and Ko‘olauloa Relay for

Life will be able to sell goods to supplement the fundraising side as well as the operational side of these
events. Also, event coordinators can attract outside vendors to participate in their event making it more at-
tractive to attendees. The bill was referred to the Committee on Parks where it was passed out and will be
on the Council’s agenda for second reading and public hearing.

Bill 5 (2013) would allow non-profit organizations
to sell goods at their fundraising events. Commu-
nity organizers have had to cancel events with a
long history in the community due to the unin-
tended consequences of the current law.

Council Considers Allowing Vendors for Nonprofits into City Parks


