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Wahiawa—Whitmore Village Neighborhood Board

Updates on Lake Wilson, a Vital Resource

For a rural agricultural community like ours, next to land,
no resource is as valuable as water. Lake Wilson, as part of
the Wahiawa Irrigation System, has been providing water
to farmland in the district for more than 100 years. The
reservoir that once was the source of 50 million gallons of
irrigation water each day is now the center of attention as
we seek to reestablish agriculture as our mainstay.

Diversified agriculture is seen as the foundation of economic development for our
district, and Lake Wilson is a central part of that vision of the future. The irrigation
system consists of the dam and the seven mile long reservoir which is Lake Wilson.
The unique system has yet another distinguishing feature, the Wahiawa Wastewater
Treatment Plant. Built in 1928, it is the oldest treatment facility on Oahu and the only
City treatment facility that discharges into a body of fresh water. Under a consent
decree between the Department of Health and the City and County of Honolulu, the
plant discharges nearly 2 million gallons of R-2 quality recycled water into Lake Wil-
son every day. The Army discharges nearly 4 million gallons of R-2 water from the
Schofield Barracks wastewater treatment plant.

To lift the current prohibition against the use of this water on root crops such as taro
and sweet potato, and crops such as lettuce, tomatoes and peppers with edible parts
exposed to the R-2 water, both treatment facilities must upgrade their recycled water
to R-1 quality. The good news is that both the military and the City are working dili-
gently to that end.

The 1998 mandated upgrades to the City’s system were completed in 2002. The
City’s Department of Environmental Services is responsible for three important capi-
tal improvement projects that will offer long term solutions to the operational chal-
lenges of the Wastewater Treatment Facility in Wahiawa. The first is a planning pro-
ject which included the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement completed
in 2008. Another project includes construction of a new influent pumping station and
the conversion of existing abandoned tanks for wet weather storage to handle peak
wet weather conditions. This project is nearly complete. A third project includes con-
struction of a new membrane bio-reactor treatment unit and new ultra violet disinfec-
tion facility which will enable the treatment plant to meet current R-1 recycled water
requirements in accordance with Department of Health guidelines. Preliminary plan-
ning on this project was completed in 2008. It went out for bid and was awarded in
2010 with a construction price tag of nearly $27 million dollars. It is expected to be
completed this summer and is sure to be the start of a new chapter in the history of
Lake Wilson.



I was honored to present an Honorary Certificate to the Wahiawa Nikkei
Civic Association at the celebration of its 25th Annual Sakura Matsuri
held on January 26th at Wahiawa Hongwanji. The association has a
long and distinguished history in the Wahiawa community beginning in
1953 when a group of businessmen established the Wahiawa Nikkei As-
sociation to preserve and promote the Japanese culture, encourage peace

and good will with Japan, and to support Japanese language schools island wide. The asso-
ciation continues their legacy and vision for the future through high school scholarships,
Sakura Matsuri, Sakura Safari-Hana Mi, and Ehime Maru Memorial Cleaning. Through the
dedicated efforts of their members over the years, Wahiawa has developed into “Sakura Town” with Sakura trees

planted in various locations which symbolize peace and friendship and beatifies the town.
People from all over the island come to enjoy the beauty of the cherry blossoms on Sakura
Safari-Hana Mi, a guided trolley tour that provides history and locations of the trees
planted in Wahiawa over the years. The tour highlights the hidden
treasures of the Sakura trees in Wahiawa that many, even area resi-
dents, do not take notice of until they are pointed out. I am grate-
ful for the dedicated efforts of the Wahiawa Nikkei Civic Associa-
tion and wish them continued success.

Council Looks at Ways to Support Non-Profits

Nonprofit organizations provide vital services when government agencies are
unable to adequately address a wide array of community needs, from housing to
environmental preservation and protection. They can be a critical component of
the overall well-being and quality of life for individuals in our communities.
These organizations greatly depend on grants from government entities as well
as donations from private donors.

I introduced Bill 4 (2013) to create another avenue of funding for nonprofit or-
ganizations. It will assist organizations that continue to provide services to eco-
nomically or socially disadvantaged individuals. They also provide services in
the areas of arts, culture, economic development and the environment.

To fund this effort, one-half of one percent of the estimated general fund revenues would be deposited into a spe-
cial account which would include any interest earned on the revenue.

The bill states that a grants-in-aid advisory commission will be created to review applications for grants and to
advise the city on projects to be considered for appropriations from this fund. The expenditure recommendations
have to be consistent with priorities that will be established by the Council by resolution.

The Council will select the projects to be funded through the annual budget process and the project selection will
have to comply with the requirements set forth in the City Charter.

To ensure that the fund is used for its intended purpose, the bill states that no more than five percent of the monies
in the fund can be used for administrative expenses. Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal
year shall not lapse but remain in the fund, carrying over year-to-year and cannot be used for any purpose except
what is listed in the bill.

The bill passed first reading at the Full Council meeting held on January 30th and second reading at the Full Coun-
cil meeting held on February 20th. Updates will be made available as this bill continues to go through the process
and recommendations are made. If you have any questions on this legislation, please do not hesitate to call my
office.

25th Annual Sakura Matsuri & Sakura Safari-Hana Mi


