
Resolution 12-13 requests
the Board of Water Supply
(BWS) to reexamine its pol-
icy regarding fire hydrants
and sprinkler system. The
resolution highlights the
burden BWS has placed on
the homeowner either re-
building or remodeling their
home by requiring them to
install a home sprinkler sys-
tem costing in excess of
$10,000. BWS now requires

homeowners to install the
system if the home is more
than 350 feet away from the
nearest fire hydrant or if the
water pressure is less than
1,000 gallons per minute.
The BWS has 90 days to
respond to the Council .

Resolution 12-38 requests
the Department of Emer-
gency Management to es-
tablish and maintain a Re-
verse 911 Notification Sys-

tem. This notification sys-
tem directs the City to notify
residents via phone, email,
text messaging and social
media of an emergency situa-
tion such as an impending
natural disaster.

This program will help to
ensure that all residents are
notified of an emergency
status on Oahu regardless of
their location to an emer-
gency siren.

Legislative Update

Honoring the Life and Service of Officer Garret Davis

It was my distinct honor to
present an Honorary Certifi-
cate on behalf of the Hono-
lulu City Council to the
family of fallen Officer Gar-
ret Davis at the Fundraising
event held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6th at the Waterfront
at Aloha Tower.

Officers from the Wahiawa
Police Department coordi-
nated the event to help the
Davis family with expenses
and start a college fund for
his 3 ½ year old daughter.

Officer Davis is described
by Major Heu, of the Wahi-
awa Police Station, as “an
excellent officer” and “an
ideal employee.” She
praised him for having
never complained about
doing any of the less desir-

able assign-
ments. He was
greatly admired for
his gentle, respectful
and hard working
performance.

Officer Davis’s de-
votion to his job is
an example of the
kind of commitment
shared by all of the
exceptional men and women
of the Honolulu Police De-
partment, men and women
who make a commitment
everyday to do the best job
possible. As the Chair and
Presiding Officer of the
Honolulu City Council and
as a community member
who depends on them, I am
humbled when I consider
the service of HPD person-
nel such as Officer Davis.

Accepting the certificate
was Officer Davis’ sister,
Amanda Stevens, together
with his mother, Rhonda
Davis and brother-in-law
Isaac Stevens.

The Council was honored to
commemorate the life and
dedicated service of Officer
Garret Davis and extends its
heartfelt condolences to his
family and friends.
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Chair Martin presents an honorary certificate
in recognition of Officer Davis’ outstanding public

service to his sister Amanda Stevens.
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to charge for the use of a park facility
after hours. Currently, park facilities
observe regular operational hours. If
a resident would like to rent a facility
outside of the normal hours, DPR
would be able to charge $15.00 per
hour for an attendant or custodian.

Bill 1 (2012) would allow the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation the
ability to waive the fee for use of a
park facility by nonprofits with a 501
(c)(3) federal tax exempt status. This
ordinance would allow nonprofits to
use certain park facilities without
charge. The list of exempt park fa-
cilities is yet to be determined.

Bill 2 (2012) would allow the City
Department of Transportation Ser-
vices to post notices relating to
changes in traffic control device
schedules and additional traffic con-

Bill 58 (2011) would establish a cap
on sewer service charges for limited
income households. The ordinance
would cap the sewer charges at a
percentage (to be determined) of
the combined annual income of the
titleholders provided the household
income does not exceed $50,000 a
year. The sewer charge cap would
be valid for one year. Homeowners
would need to apply each year by
September 30th to affect sewer
charges due beginning July 1st of
the succeeding year. The cap
would be based on the income level
of the household and not the
amount of sewage being produced
or the impact of use on the sewer
system.

Bill 60 (2011) would allow the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation

trol services on the City’s website.
This ordinance could potentially
save the City over $20,000 in ad-
vertising costs. For more information
on these issues or any other legislation,
please contact my office at 768-5002.

Legislative Update continued

Council Chair Martin Honors Wahiawa Resident James Sakai For His Public Service

It is not often that the City Council
has the opportunity to honor an indi-
vidual whose public service career
spans more than half a century. It
was my great honor to do just that
on January 25th at the first full Coun-
cil meeting of 2012 when I presented
an Honorary Certificate to Mr. James
Sakai, longtime Wahiawa resident.

Mr. Sakai’s service to the City and
County of Honolulu and the State of
Hawaii is legendary. In 1969 he was
nominated for a position on then
newly elected Mayor Frank Fasi’s
cabinet. During his final interview
with Mayor Fasi, he confessed that
he had not voted for him but felt

that he had to be honest, even if it
meant not being selected for the job.
Mayor Fasi later contacted him and
offered him the job stating, “I like an
honest man!” Mr. Sakai remained
with Mayor Fasi throughout his 12
years as Mayor, serving as his Budget
and Finance Director.

When Mayor Fasi lost his Mayoral
race in 1980, Mr. Sakai was offered a
job by then United States Congress-
man Daniel Akaka. He accepted the
job on the condition that he could
remain with Mayor Fasi until his
term expired. Representative Akaka
agreed and Mr. Sakai left for Wash-
ington D.C. after fulfilling his com-
mitment to Mayor Fasi, an example
of his loyalty and dedication to the
officials he served.

Mr. Sakai remained with Congress-
man Akaka through his successful
campaign for the U.S. Senate. He
became a trusted confidant and vital
part of Senator Akaka’s office where
he worked for 28 years. As the Sena-
tor’s Administrative Assistant, he

worked closely with constituents in
Hawaii and colleagues in Washing-
ton. He also gladly offered his hos-
pitality to students from Hawaii who
traveled far from home to participate
in the Senate Page program.

It was a memorable occasion for all
in attendance and a much deserved
recognition for Mr. Sakai, an excep-
tional public servant. Best wishes to
James in his retirement years and to
his wife Florence and their family.

Mr. James Sakai with his wife Florence.

Council Chair Martin with Mr. James Sakai,
his family and the members of the City Council.

Bill 2 (2012) would allow the Department of Transpor-
tation Services to post traffic notices online. This
would save taxpayers over $20,000 .


