
The modern lightweight
shopping bag came from
Sweden in the early 1960s,
leading to the design of a
simple, strong bag with a
high load-carrying capacity
in 1965. From the mid-
1980s onwards, plastic bags
became common through-
out the developed world
and have all but replaced
paper bags. Environmental
activists estimate that be-

tween 500 billion and 1 tril-
lion plastic bags are used
each year worldwide. In
2009, the International
Trade Commission re-
ported that the number of
bags used annually in the
USA at 102 billion. Here in
Hawaii we consume well
over 300 million plastic
bags a year, creating a major
disposal problem. Plastic
marine debris is lethal to

millions of sea birds and
other marine life. On land,
next to cigarette butts, plastic
bags are the most littered
items on earth. Buildups of
plastic bags clog drainage
systems and contribute to
flooding, as occurred in In-
dia twice in the last two dec-
ades and almost annually in
Manila. It would be fool-
hardy to disagree with the
need to resolve the negative
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Honoring the Life and Service of Officer Garret Davis

It was my distinct honor to
present an Honorary Certifi-
cate on behalf of the Hono-
lulu City Council to the
family of fallen Officer Gar-
ret Davis at the Fundraising
event held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6th at the Waterfront
at Aloha Tower.

Officers from the Wahiawa
Police Department coordi-
nated the event to help the
Davis family with expenses
and start a college fund for
his 3 ½ year old daughter.

Officer Davis is described
by Major Heu, of the Wahi-
awa Police Station, as “an
excellent officer” and “an
ideal employee.” She
praised him for having
never complained about
doing any of the less desir-

able assign-
ments. He was
greatly admired for
his gentle, respectful
and hard working
performance.

Officer Davis’s de-
votion to his job is
an example of the
kind of commitment
shared by all of the
exceptional men and women
of the Honolulu Police De-
partment, men and women
who make a commitment
everyday to do the best job
possible. As the Chair and
Presiding Officer of the
Honolulu City Council and
as a community member
who depends on them, I am
humbled when I consider
the service of HPD person-
nel such as Officer Davis.

Accepting the certificate
was Officer Davis’ sister,
Amanda Stevens, together
with his mother, Rhonda
Davis and brother-in-law
Isaac Stevens.

The Council was honored to
commemorate the life and
dedicated service of Officer
Garret Davis and extends its
heartfelt condolences to his
family and friends.
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Chair Martin presents an honorary certificate
in recognition of Officer Davis’ outstanding public

service to his sister Amanda Stevens.
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2008, was soundly defeated in a mail-
in voter referendum in the summer
of 2009. A city council staff member
in support of the fee said “the wide
margin of defeat was because people
are more concerned about the high
cost of living than what they use to
take their groceries home.” Seen by
many as a successful measure, a five-
cent tax levied on plastic bags in
Washington, DC in January 2010
resulted in a decrease in consumption
from 22.5 million to 3 million bags in
the first month alone. But a study
issued by the Americans for Tax Re-
form found that the District of Co-
lumbia’s five-cent bag tax had a dis-
proportionate impact on the city’s
poor and cost the city over 100 jobs.
In the state of Hawaii, Oahu is the
only one of the four counties without
a ban on plastic bags. In view of the

impact of plastic bags on the envi-
ronment. The source of the cur-
rent heated debate locally and else-
where is how we go about manag-
ing the problem of plastic bags.
The Seattle City Council recently
voted unanimously to ban plastic
grocery bags and to charge a 5-cent
fee on paper bags. But the vote
only came in the aftermath of a
contentious debate that is occurring
across the country and has become
a world wide issue. Three years
ago, Seattle was the first city in the
country to approve a fee in paper
and plastic, charging 20 cents for
each bag provided to shoppers at
retail stores. The hope was to re-
duce pollution by encouraging reus-
able bags though a financial disin-
centive. But the proposed 20-cent
fee, scheduled to take effect in

need to address this issue in spite of
previous failed attempts, I introduced
Bill 10 which was heard by the City
Council on Feb 15th and referred to
the Committee on Public Works and
Sustainability for review. I am opti-
mistic that this time we can find com-
mon ground on a universal problem.
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Council Chair Martin Honors Wahiawa Resident James Sakai For His Public Service

It is not often that the City Council
has the opportunity to honor an indi-
vidual whose public service career
spans more than half a century. It
was my great honor to do just that
on January 25th at the first full Coun-
cil meeting of 2012 when I presented
an Honorary Certificate to Mr. James
Sakai, longtime Wahiawa resident.

Mr. Sakai’s service to the City and
County of Honolulu and the State of
Hawaii is legendary. In 1969 he was
nominated for a position on then
newly elected Mayor Frank Fasi’s
cabinet. During his final interview
with Mayor Fasi, he confessed that
he had not voted for him but felt

that he had to be honest, even if it
meant not being selected for the job.
Mayor Fasi later contacted him and
offered him the job stating, “I like an
honest man!” Mr. Sakai remained
with Mayor Fasi throughout his 12
years as Mayor, serving as his Budget
and Finance Director.

When Mayor Fasi lost his Mayoral
race in 1980, Mr. Sakai was offered a
job by then United States Congress-
man Daniel Akaka. He accepted the
job on the condition that he could
remain with Mayor Fasi until his
term expired. Representative Akaka
agreed and Mr. Sakai left for Wash-
ington D.C. after fulfilling his com-
mitment to Mayor Fasi, an example
of his loyalty and dedication to the
officials he served.

Mr. Sakai remained with Congress-
man Akaka through his successful
campaign for the U.S. Senate. He
became a trusted confidant and vital
part of Senator Akaka’s office where
he worked for 28 years. As the Sena-
tor’s Administrative Assistant, he

worked closely with constituents in
Hawaii and colleagues in Washing-
ton. He also gladly offered his hos-
pitality to students from Hawaii who
traveled far from home to participate
in the Senate Page program.

It was a memorable occasion for all
in attendance and a much deserved
recognition for Mr. Sakai, an excep-
tional public servant. Best wishes to
James in his retirement years and to
his wife Florence and their family.

Mr. James Sakai with his wife Florence.

Council Chair Martin with Mr. James Sakai,
his family and the members of the City Council.

Bill 10 would ban all non-biodegradable bags. Plastic bags
on the Capitol lawn were used to make a point at a recent
demonstration where a 10-cent per bag user fee was pro-
posed by the State Legislature.


