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COUNCIL CALENDAR 2011

Upcoming Committee
Meetings:

Tuesday, Feb 7& 28
9:00 am
Safety, Economic Development &
Government Affairs
10:30 am
Parks & Cultural Affairs
1:00 pm
Executive Matters and Legal Affairs

Wednesday, Feb 8 & 29
9:00 am
Budget
1:00 pm
Public Works & Sustainability

Thursday, Feb 9 & March 1
9:00 am
Zoning & Planning
1:00 pm
Transportation

Times subject to change

STAFF DIRECTORY

Kimberly Ribellia
Executive Assistant
Phone: 768-5036
kribellia@honolulu.gov

Laura Figueira
Senior Policy Advisor
Phone: 768-5034
lfigueira@honolulu.gov

Reed Matsuura
Senior Community Liaison
Phone: 768-5038
rmatsuura@honolulu.gov

Michael Sakata
Community Liaison
Phone: 768-5037
msakata@honolulu.gov

Heidi Tsuneyoshi
Community Liaison
Phone : 768-5039
htsuneyoshi@honolulu.gov
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We begin 2012 like we do every New Year,
with a sense of hope and optimism. As an elec-
tion year, 2012 will also mean changes in all lev-
els of government. Reapportionment will bring
new political boundaries and public opinion will
determine who prevails in the races for seats in
City, State and Federal government. Closer to
home, District 2 is one of four City Council seats
not up for a contest until 2014, but the Council as
a body could be significantly impacted by the
2012 election results. Decisions on issues are rendered by a majority of the
nine City Council members. When trying to accomplish an objective, it is just
as important to convince one’s colleagues of the merits of a measure as it is to
sponsor and promote a legislative initiative. Public testimony can have a dra-
matic impact on the outcome of that effort.

As the Council Chair and Presiding Officer, I hope to increase the op-
portunities for public input at Council meetings this year by scheduling more
regular Council meetings out at the Kapolei City facility as well as encourag-
ing Committee Chairs to hold hearing on select issues out in the district. Plans
are also underway to acquire a cable channel to be managed jointly by the City
Administration and the Council that will greatly enhance the current program-
ming schedule of City activities available for public viewing.

The first meeting of the City Council in 2012 is scheduled for 10:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, January 25. You can view the meeting agenda and the text of
the bills and resolutions posted on the City Council’s website located at
www.honolulu.gov and you are always welcomed to contact my office at 768-
5002 for more information. There will be many interesting initiatives on the
table for discussion this year. With the county-wide bans on plastic bags al-
ready passed by Maui, Kauai and the Big Island Counties, the Honolulu City
Council will once again take up the issue after two failed attempts in 2008 and
2010. I am currently working on the provisions of a bill that would ban non-
biodegradable plastic bags. I want to initiate a thorough review of issues and
concerns that were previously put forth against such a ban and hope that we
will be able to craft a bill with a reasonable chance of being adopted.



Wilikina Drive - Roadway Striping Update

My office contacted the Division of Road Maintenance (DRM) regarding concerns that road striping on
Wilikina Drive from Schofield’s McNair Gate to Kaukonahua Road was faded and in need of restriping.
DRM indicated that the striping would be held off until the road repairs were completed later in 2012. This
response was not satisfactory and I stressed that the striping needed to be done immediately. Not being able
to see the roadway markings during heavy rains combined with the lack of street lights would be a danger-
ous condition for motorists. Following up on my request, the Department of Facility Maintenance expedi-
tiously completed the roadway striping in the first week of 2012.

Bill & Peggy Paty - Kaiaka Bay Beach Park

On December 13, 2011 the City Parks Department paid tribute to
Bill Paty, the former Waialua Sugar Plantation’s Manager and his
wife, Peggy, for their many years of support and contributions to the
community. Amid friends and family, Bill was there as we unveiled
the park’s new name and sign –

Bill and Peggy Paty Kaiaka Bay Beach Park.

Elizabeth “Aunty Betty” Kawohiokalani Ellis Jenkins

Aunty Betty was honored by the North Shore Chamber of Commerce as their Kama‘aina of the Year.
I had the privilege of presenting an Honorary Certificate to Aunty
Betty on behalf of the City Council. The award highlights her service
to our community as a teacher, the founder of Halau o Haleiwa, her
leadership as a kupuna and cultural advisor for the Waimea Valley,
and her many other contributions to the North Shore community. A
few of Aunty Betty’s awards include the 35th Annual Living Treasures
Award, OHA’s Kupuna Resource Advisor and Kukui Lama Ku
Awards, 2003 Native Hawaiian Educator of the Year Award and the
2005 Kaonohi Award Honoree. Aunty Betty’s valuable insights,
knowledge and willingness to share makes her a true living treasure ,
beloved by all of us in the North Shore community.

Laura Figueira – Public Service Awardee

My Chief Policy Advisor and former State Senator Laura Figueira
was honored by the North Shore Chamber of Commerce at their 2011
Christmas Party and Banquet. The Chamber’s Public Service
Awardee for 2011, Laura worked for State Senator Robert Bunda in
the district for many years and is now a valued member of my staff.
Laura has always been diligent in her support of the concerns of area
residents, businesses, community organizations and non-profits.
Through her participation in various community meetings and com-
mittees, Laura has gained respect for her insightfulness and problem
solving. This recognition for her public service is well deserved.

Laniakea – Kamehameha Hwy. Re-alignment Alternative Meeting

A meeting has been scheduled for January 25, 2012 to discuss the re-alignment of Kamehameha Hwy. at
Laniakea Beach. It will be held at the Sunset Beach Elementary School Cafeteria beginning at 6:00 pm. For
any additional information regarding this meeting, please call Mr. Darrell Young at 587-1835 or email at
Darrell.Young@hawaii.gov.


