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City Council Meeting : Jan. 29

 Tuesday, February 4:

9:00 AM— Public Safety and Economic

Development

10:30 AM—Parks & Customer Services

1:00 PM—Executive Matters & Legal

Affairs

 Wednesday, February 5:

9:00 AM — Budget

1:00 PM—Public Works &

Sustainability

 Thursday, February 6:

9:00 AM— Zoning & Planning

1:00 PM— Transportation

2:30 PM— Intergovernmental Affairs &

Human Services
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Wahiawa-Whitmore Village Neighborhood Board

There are exciting challenges in store for
the Honolulu City Council in 2014.
Over the past few years, the Council has
appropriated the funding necessary to
repair and maintain our aging infrastruc-
ture. But as our roads, water lines and
sewer systems are being repaired, there
has been growing public enthusiasm for
the protection of the environment, a pas-
sion for recycling, and a demand for lo-
cally grown produce.

In June of 2014, the Council will host the annual conference of the Hawaii
State Association of Counties on Oahu. Elected City and County officials and
key stakeholders from across the state will discuss how these environmental
concerns fit in an overall plan for economic development and how our local
communities can best participate in a global economy without sacrificing the
quality of life for future generations.

With the construction of a rail system, together with Transit Oriented Develop-
ment (TOD), we now have an excellent opportunity to revitalize the city of
Honolulu. Neighborhoods now overcrowded and limited by an aging infra-
structure can blossom into pedestrian friendly communities with ample space
for recreation, entertainment and employment opportunities. The Council is
also committed to investing in a ”social infrastructure”, a safety net for the less
fortunate to ensure that they do not fall behind in our quest to make Honolulu
the best that it can be.

This year, the Council will be updating its website. It is part of an overall ef-
fort to provide better transparency on the development of issues and to promote
public input on decisions that are made at the most local level of government.
The website will be redesigned to provide up-to-date information on legislation
and to highlight other measures of importance on the Council agenda. Citizen
participation can play a critical role in meeting the challenges ahead, in 2014
and beyond. Please sign up to receive updates from my Council website at
erniemartinatcitycouncil.com. Best wishes for a healthy and Happy New Year!

A Bright and Happy New Year Ahead



I was honored to attend the Wahiawa Community and Business Association (WCBA) Annual Dinner and
Installation Ceremony held on January 23rd. Established in 1935, the WCBA continues to be a leader in
representing the interests of the citizens and businesses of Wahiawa. Through formal and ongoing rela-
tionships with federal, state and city government officials, the WCBA focuses the voices of the citizens
and businesses in Wahiawa. It is always good to attend this yearly event where members of the commu-
nity, business leaders, representatives from the military and elected officials come together to celebrate
successes and discuss plans for the future to ensure that Wahiawa continues to thrive and develop.

The featured speaker this year was Colonel Daniel W. Whitney, Commander, U.S. Army Garrison,
Schofield Barracks who shared important information about the outlook for the Army due to the financial
situation facing our military forces nationwide. Colonel Whitney provided a positive message of continued
military presence at Schofield Barracks with no substantial decreases which relates to continued support of
our local businesses and opportunities for collaborations to create positive changes in our community.

Jeffrey Almeida of the Wahiawa Community Based Development Organization shared important informa-
tion about projects that were selected for funding through the Community Development Block Grant Pro-
gram that will support the Wahiawa community. Projects include the redevelopment of the old Tamura’s
Warehouse on California Avenue to an Agrobusiness Center which will support the projected increase in
agriculture and business in surrounding areas such as Whitmore
Village and on Galbraith lands. Additionally, a $500,000 grant
was awarded to support the implementation of the Weed and Seed
program in Wahiawa. Community involvement is key in getting
these projects up and running. I would highly encourage members
of the community to learn more about these vital community pro-
jects and programs and support them in any way you can. For
more information on these projects please contact my office at
808-768-5002 or email me at emartin@honolulu.gov.

Representative Marcus Oshiro presided over the installation of
new officers and board members which included the installation of
incoming President Doug Aton. Congratulations to the newly
elected officers. Thank you for your willingness to serve your
community. I wish you success in the coming year!

As many of you know, there have been ongoing issues with the electrical system at Wahiawa District Park.
These problems have inconvenienced community groups who make use of the facilities including meetings
rooms, fields, and most recently the gym. On each occasion I have made urgent requests of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation to rectify the problem in a timely manner so community groups such as the
Wahiawa Rainbow Seniors and various sports teams would not have to cancel meetings, practices and
games. I do not find it acceptable for these situations to keep occurring and will be including funding in
the upcoming budget to conduct a thorough analysis of the problem and make all needed repairs for a per-
manent solution. I will provide updates as they are made available. If you have any comments or ques-
tions regarding this situation please feel free to contact my office at 808-768-5002 or email me at emar-
tin@honolulu.gov. MAHALO!

Wahiawa Community and Business Association Annual Dinner

Council Chair Martin with outgoing WCBA
President Walter Benavitz and incoming

President Doug Aton

Electrical Problems at Wahiawa District Park


