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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

The City and County of Honolulu’s
Department of Design and Construc-
tion is proposing to design and con-
struct improvements to stabilize the
existing embankment along an ap-
proximately 200-foot coastal stretch
of Kamehameha Highway near Lu-
lani Street in Kahalu‘u. The makai
edge of the highway pavement along
this stretch exhibits early signs that
the exiting embankment is sliding
toward the beach, including longitu-
dinal pavement cracks and a dam-
aged culvert. The purpose of this
project is to stabilize the roadway
and prevent further sliding, while
minimizing impacts on traffic flow, existing vegetation and utilities, and the shoreline
environment.

The project site is bordered on the west by privately-owned residential parcels and on
the east by shoreline and Kaneohe Bay. The entire project site is located within the
City’s Special Management Area. Portions of the project area fall within the City’s 40-

foot Shoreline Setback Area.

Overhead utilities for electrical, telecommunication,
and streetlights exist along both sides of the highway.
Within the project area, there are two existing drain-
age culverts to carry runoff under the highway. The
mauka side of the roadway is vegetated with non-
native vines and roadside weeds including ivy gourd,
maile pilau, and Guinea grass. The makai side of the
road is separated from the shoreline by a guardrail
and a row of thick vegetation and trees including hau,
milo, and false Kamani.

The existing embankment that supports the road is stabilized, in part, by the existing
dense vegetation and root system, and by a 3-foot privately-owned seawall along the
northern portion of the project site which provides some added stability.

Continued on Page 2

Proposed Highway Structure Improvements on
Kamehameha Highway

The Department of Design and Construction is currently in its
pre-assessment consultation for a Draft Environmental Assess-
ment to improve an eroding area of Kamehameha Hwy.

The damaged culvert would require re-
construction as part of the proposed plan.



Council to Discuss Property Tax Amendments

On July 10th, the City Council adopted two pieces of legislation that address smoking in public places. In an effort to
preserve public health and welfare, Bill 25, CD2 and Bill 28, CD2 were adopted on third and final reading. Bill 25, CD2
expands upon earlier legislative efforts to prevent smoking at various public parks to all public parks and makes clarify-
ing statements regarding smoking in restaurants and bars. Bill 28, CD2 adds bus stops as a public area where smoking
will not be permitted. The new legislation will take effect January 1, 2014.

The Honolulu City Council will begin discussion on new laws addressing how the City will handle future real property
taxation and exemptions. Ten new bills have been introduced by the City Administration that will deal with a wide range
of property tax scenarios from exemptions for charities to creating a new taxation class for transient rentals.

Bill 34 – Amends the property tax exemption for charitable purposes.
Bill 35 – Discontinues the real property tax exemptions for historic commercial real property dedicated for preservation.
Bill 36 – Amends the property tax exemption for credit unions.
Bill 37 – Creates a new tax classification for transient units.
Bill 38 – Discontinues the property tax exemption given to dedicated lands in urban districts. These are lands that are
used for landscaping, open spaces, recreation and other similar uses. No petitions for this exemption will be accepted
after September 1, 2013 and no more approvals will be done after October 31, 2013.
Bill 39 – Amends the property tax exemption for nonprofit medical indemnity or hospital service association.
Bill 40 – Discontinues the “In lieu of” property tax exemption. This exemption gives low-income taxpayers who are 75
years and older a different property tax exemption in lieu of the normal $120,000 exemption depending on age.
Bill 41 – Creates a new tax classification for multifamily residential buildings. These are parcels located within the vari-
ous apartment zoning districts or parcels in residential zoning districts that are improved with a multifamily dwelling or
multiple dwelling units.
Bill 42 – Creates a new tax classification titled “Residential A”. These would be real property with an assessed value of
more than $1 million, no more than two single-family dwellings, does not qualify for a home exemption, and is zoned in
a residential district or has been dedicated for residential use. This also includes vacant land zoned in a residential dis-
trict.
Bill 43 – Creates a new tax classification for time share units.

These bills have passed first reading, but many Councilmembers voiced their concerns with the various bills in this legis-
lative package, with myself voting in opposition of Bill 37. The bills will be referred to Committee on Budget for further
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Throughout most of the project area, the embankment is subjected to
wave action from below and runoff from above which is undermining
stability. The erosion of the embankment is evidence by visible pave-
ment cracking, soil erosion of the slope, and the damaged concrete
culvert. Without improvement, the embankment will continue to wear
away causing further damage to the roadway and utilities.

The proposed improvement involves installation of a micropile wall
structure along the affected highway segment. The wall will be com-
prised of 6-inch diameter vertical micropiles and 4-inch diameter tie-
backs, anchored into the existing rock formation with a concrete pile cap to stabilize the embankment. A new railing will
be constructed with the pile cap to replace the existing guardrail and connect back with the existing guardrail at the ends
of the project location. Damaged areas, including, the culvert, are anticipated to require reconstruction.

The proposed project is currently in the pre-assessment consultation phase for its draft environmental assessment. If you
have any questions or feedback regarding this proposed project please contact my office at 768-5002 or email me emar-
tin@honolulu.gov.

Council Approves Smoking Restrictions at Parks, Bus Stops


