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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

Highlights of the City’s Capital Improvement Budget

The 2013 Capital Improvement Budget (CIP) recently adopted by the City Council
totaled $620 million dollars, a 7% increase over the Mayor’s proposed budget sub-
mitted to the City Council in March. As illustrated in the pie chart, the budget is bro-
ken down into several categories: Human Services, Bus & Transportation, Govern-
ment, Culture-Recreation, Public Safety, Highway & Streets and Sanitation or
Waste Management. Many of the upgrades to Oahu’s sewer system were mandated
by the Environmental Protection Agency making this category is the most costly of
the CIP budget expenditures.

The $620 million budget was a result of intense discussions over the course of sev-
eral Budget Committee meetings to consider amendments by Council members who
sought to increase spending on road repairs as well improvements to our public
parks. The Highway and Streets category reflected an increase of $23 million for the
rehabilitation of our streets. A total of $100 million is now scheduled to be spent
over a 2-year period. This increase reflected a solid commitment by the City Council
to improve the condition of our roads, especially in our rural communities.

Culture-Recreation category reflected an increase of $11.3 million or 49% increase
in the Department of Park and Recreation (DPR) budget. DPR’s budget totaled
$34.6 million and is a clear demonstration of the Council’s priority to improve our
parks by increased funding for the repair of comfort stations, reconstruction of
wastewater systems, improvements to baseball fields and backstops as well as
equipment acquisition.
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City Council Requests Reconsideration of Bus Route Changes

On June 3rd, the City Administration implemented island-wide bus
route changes to improve overall efficiency and reduce operating
costs. The changes include the following: Route 55 to Wahiawa wait
time changed from every 40 minutes to every 60 minutes. Route 65
will travel along Kahekili Highway instead of Kamehameha Highway,
looping back through `Ahuimanu at `Ahuimanu Road, with a 60 min-
ute wait time. Transfers from Route 65 to Route 55 to the North
Shore will no longer occur at the Hygienic Store; instead, transfers
will occur at Kamehameha Highway and Ha`iku Road.

After feedback from Windward community residents, I co-introduced
Resolution 12-123 with Councilmembers Ann Kobayashi and Tulsi
Gabbard requesting the proposed changes be re-evaluated. The reso-
lution was adopted unanimously by the City Council on June 6. The
Director of the Department of Transportation testified that the depart-
ment will closely monitor the impact of these changes, and make ad-
justments if necessary, to assure effective and efficient service.

I encourage Windward residents to continue to provide feedback and share any of their concerns regarding the bus
route changes and the possibility of extended waiting periods for area bus service. I will forward your concerns to
DTS Director Yoshioka for his consideration of possible adjustments to the new schedules. If you or your family
members experience any hardship as a result of the changes, please contact me or my Community Liaison, Michael
Sakata, at 768-5037 or e-mail him at msakata@honolulu.gov.

Continued from Page 1

The Council will continue to
set budget priorities for City
expenditures such as improving
our roads and making sure that
our city parks are in the best
shape for local residents and
visitors alike.

Changes to the current bus route proposed by the
City administration could have a substantial impact
on Windward and North Shore transit riders.
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Mayor's Budget
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The City Council significantly
increased the Mayor’s proposed
spending on basic improvements
to City parks and road repair and
maintenance. Transportation and
recreation are two areas that have
a substantial impact on the quality
of life for the residents of the City
and County of Honolulu.

Kahalu‘u Shared Pedestrian/Bicycle Path

As a part of the FY2013 Capital budget, I included the Kahalu‘u Shared Pedestrian/
Bicycle Path, a recommendation of the Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board. The project is part
of the $1.302 million Bicycle Projects bulk fund.

The estimate for the shared use path is $750,000, which includes an approximate
2,800 foot long path and a stream crossing structure.


