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City Council Meeting : June 5

 Tuesday, June 25:

Public Safety and Economic Develop-

ment - 9:00 am

Parks - 10:30 am

Executive Matters & Legal Affairs -

1:00 pm

 Wednesday, June 26:

Budget - 9:00 am

Public Works &

Sustainability - 1:00 pm

 Thursday, June 27:

Zoning & Planning - 9:00 am

Transportation - 1:00 pm

Intergovernmental Affairs and Human

Services - 2:30 pm
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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

Non-profit organizations are a
vital source for providing public
services when the government
reaches the limit of its jurisdic-
tion. Hale Kipa, The Institute
for Human Services, and the
YMCA of Honolulu Weed and
Seed are a few of the many pro-
grams that utilize community
outreach to improve the quality
of life in our various communi-
ties. Unfortunately, one of the
biggest obstacles non-profits
face is funding. Many non-
profits send out hundreds of ap-
plications knowing that only a handful will be accepted, if any. Unless funding
is budgeted by a willing government entity, funding for these groups are never
guaranteed and they continue working not knowing how their budget is funded.

Fortunately, the City Council has the opportunity to assist various non-profits
by providing funding through the budget. that provide services to not only our
respective council districts, but throughout Oahu. Last year, $1.2 million was
appropriated for various causes ranging from helping at-risk youth to providing
support services to developmentally disabled to adults.

In order to make the allocation for non-profits self-sustaining, I introduced a
charter amendment that the residents of the City and County of Honolulu voted
in favor of, allocating one-half of one-percent of general fund revenues to be
used for grant in aids. Upon approval, the charter amendment tasked the City
with creating a Grants in Aid fund with a precursor for qualifying for funding
to be to provide services to “economically or socially disadvantaged popula-
tions or provide services for public benefit in the areas of the arts, culture, eco-
nomic development or the environment.” This year alone there is $5.5 million
in the fund in which a minimum of $250,000 is designated for the nine City
Council districts.

Continued on Page 2

City Approves Grants in Aid Fund

Programs like Adult Friends for Youth, who help
teens in some of the island’s toughest neighbor-
hoods, will benefit from the grants in aid assis-
tance that is provided by the City.



Transit Project Accepting Bids for “Art-in-Transit”

Calling all artists! In an effort to capture the uniqueness of living in
Hawaii, the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit (HART) is looking
for artists who can give the upcoming transit stations a local touch.

HART is commissioning art installations at each of the 21 stations to
be constructed for the rail transit project. Interested professional artists
and artist teams need to submit qualifications to be considered for in-
clusion in HART’s Pre-qualified Artist Registry. Artists will be cho-
sen from this registry for Art-in-Transit opportunities. The registry
will be created through applications submitted through CallForEn-
try.org.

The contracted artists are challenged to develop designs for each sta-
tion that captures the unique identity of the station’s location, taking
into consideration the history, cultures and traditions that solely identifies the community.

There will be a total of $5 million budgeted for this effort with between 23 to 25 artists being contracted. The
submittals for qualification are due by June 20th, 2013 and details can be found at www.callforentry.org or the
City’s Division of Purchasing site at www.honolulu.gov/pur.

Continued from page 1

Following the creation of the Grants in Aid fund, an advisory commission has been established to make rec-
ommendations to the City on how the funding should be appropriated. This will ensure the integrity of how the
money is being used and creates a checks and balances system for the fund. Members of the commission are
chosen by the Mayor and the recommendations will be based on criteria set by the City Council.

Beginning this month, the City’s Department of Community Services will be accepting applications from
qualified non-profits for the use of the Grants in Aid fund. Submissions are due to the department by June 21,
2013 and each applicant is required to attend an informational session. Three sessions will be held in the Mis-
sion Memorial Building Hearings Room at 550 South King St on June 6, 12 and 17. The June 6th and 12th ses-
sions will run from 8:30 am to 10:00 am with the session on the 17th extended from 8:30 am to 12:00 pm. To
RSVP, please call 768-5858 as seating is limited. And, as always, if you have any questions at all please do not
hesitate to call my office at 768-5002.

John Scharf’s installation of “Carnegie
Hall Montage” can be found at the 57th
and 7th New York City Transit Station.

On June 5th, the City Council completed the 2013 budget process. The total operating budget is $2.16 billion
and the capital is $634 million. For the last 3 months, the City Council has vetted and amended the Mayor’s
budget to ensure proper use of public monies. I would like to thank the Budget Chair Ann Kobayashi and her
staff for leading the council to the completion of another successful budget session. I would also like to recog-
nize the hard working budget staff at the Office of Council Services, Gavin Kennedy, Catherine Pligavko and
Lloyd Yoshioka for their hard work and assistance to the entire council through this process. Finally, I would
like to thank the residents of District II for working with my office and I in addressing issues in our commu-
nity. Through this long process, I believe we have made significant strides in improving our district and will
make every effort to encourage the expedited implementation of these projects. Once again, mahalo for every-
one’s assistance in completing another budget cycle.

City Budget Finalized


