
The modern lightweight
shopping bag came from
Sweden in the early 1960s,
leading to the design of a
simple, strong bag with a
high load-carrying capacity
in 1965. From the mid-
1980s onwards, plastic bags
became common through-
out the developed world
and have all but replaced
paper bags. Environmental
activists estimate that be-

tween 500 billion and 1 tril-
lion plastic bags are used
each year worldwide. In
2009, the International
Trade Commission re-
ported that the number of
bags used annually in the
USA at 102 billion. Here in
Hawaii we consume well
over 300 million plastic
bags a year, creating a major
disposal problem. Plastic
marine debris is lethal to

millions of sea birds and
other marine life. On land,
next to cigarette butts, plastic
bags are the most littered
items on earth. Buildups of
plastic bags clog drainage
systems and contribute to
flooding, as occurred in In-
dia twice in the last two dec-
ades and almost annually in
Manila. It would be fool-
hardy to disagree with the
need to resolve the negative
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Mayor releases annual operating and capital improvement budgets

On March 1st, Mayor Peter
Carlisle released the City’s
annual operating and capital
improvement budget (CIP)
for fiscal year 2013.

The $1.953 billion proposed
operating budget is 1.5 per-
cent higher than the previ-
ous fiscal year, while the
$577 million proposed capi-
tal improvement budget
represents a 5.5 percent in-
crease from fiscal year 2012.

Considered lean by some,
the City’s budget was intro-
duced without any increases
in property tax or new fees.
The operating budget,
which is funded primarily
through property tax, fo-
cuses on continuing to pro-
vide residents basic City

services, while the CIP pri-
oritizes efforts in improving
wastewater treatment facili-
ties and road repairs.

The City Council has until its
June meeting to pass a bal-
anced budget, otherwise the
Mayor’s budget is approved
without any amendments.
Upon Council approval, the
Mayor has until June 30th to

accept or veto the amended
budget.

I will be taking a very close
look at the operating and
CIP budgets to ensure that
no wasteful spending is oc-
curring and that the resi-
dents of District II see their
fair share of allocations for
projects needed in our com-
munities.
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Capital Improvement Projects
in Ko‘olauloa

 Guardrail Improvements on Anemoku St.
 Rehabilitation of Localized Streets - Laie Districts
 Flow measurement improvements at Laie WWTP
 Influent screw replacement at Kahuku WWTP
 Hau‘ula Fire Station Relocation



2008, was soundly defeated in a mail-
in voter referendum in the summer
of 2009. A city council staff member
in support of the fee said “the wide
margin of defeat was because people
are more concerned about the high
cost of living than what they use to
take their groceries home.” Seen by
many as a successful measure, a five-
cent tax levied on plastic bags in
Washington, DC in January 2010
resulted in a decrease in consumption
from 22.5 million to 3 million bags in
the first month alone. But a study
issued by the Americans for Tax Re-
form found that the District of Co-
lumbia’s five-cent bag tax had a dis-
proportionate impact on the city’s
poor and cost the city over 100 jobs.
In the state of Hawaii, Oahu is the
only one of the four counties without
a ban on plastic bags. In view of the

impact of plastic bags on the envi-
ronment. The source of the cur-
rent heated debate locally and else-
where is how we go about manag-
ing the problem of plastic bags.
The Seattle City Council recently
voted unanimously to ban plastic
grocery bags and to charge a 5-cent
fee on paper bags. But the vote
only came in the aftermath of a
contentious debate that is occurring
across the country and has become
a world wide issue. Three years
ago, Seattle was the first city in the
country to approve a fee in paper
and plastic, charging 20 cents for
each bag provided to shoppers at
retail stores. The hope was to re-
duce pollution by encouraging reus-
able bags though a financial disin-
centive. But the proposed 20-cent
fee, scheduled to take effect in

need to address this issue in spite of
previous failed attempts, I introduced
Bill 10 which was heard by the City
Council on Feb 15th and referred to
the Committee on Public Works and
Sustainability for review. I am opti-
mistic that this time we can find com-
mon ground on a universal problem.
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P r o j e c t s f o r P r e s e r v a t i o n i n D i s t r i c t I I
Every year, the Clean Water and
Natural Lands Commission
(CWNL) looks at various opportuni-
ties to help preserve important lands
for purposes such as cultural preser-
vation or important agricultural
lands. The commission was created
by City Council in 2007 after a
Charter Amendment was supported
by a majority of voters on Oahu.

The charter amendment allows the
city to set aside 1% of the collected
real property tax to fund the Afford-
able Housing Fund and the Clean
Water and Natural Lands Fund for
50% each. The CWNL funds will
go to purchase the land or the devel-
opment rights for the purpose of
preservation and public use.

The commission has released its
projects which they are endorsing
for funding through the CWNL
fund and two of the three proposed
projects are located in Council Dis-
trict 2 represented by Council Chair
Ernie Martin.

Bill 10 would ban all non-biodegradable bags. Plastic bags
on the Capitol lawn were used to make a point at a recent
demonstration where a 10-cent per bag user fee was pro-
posed by the State Legislature.

Priorities from the Clean Water and Natural Lands Commission

Kahuku Mauka Agricultural Lands (located mauka of Turtle Bay Resort –
248 acres) Price: $4,000,000 of which The State Legacy Lands will fund
$500,000 and the U.S. Department of Defense will provide $2,000,000. The
purchase of the development rights and to retain and embellish farming opera-
tions. The CWNL fund will provide $1,500,000 to complete this purchase.

Maunawila Heiau – (located on the mauka, Laie side of the bend on Hau’ula
Homestead Road – Hau’ula Ahupua’a) the project is on 9.08 acres of land. The
fair market value of the property is $1,307,500 and the total price tag is
$1,552,200. Funding sources: Hawaiian Island Land Trust for $12,000 together
with Legacy Land Funds for $650,000 and $240,200 from the McGregor Ohana
combined with $650,000 CWNL funds for a total of $1,552,200. The intent is
to allow public access to cultural sites located on the property and partner with
community for stewardship and maintenance of the property. Ko’olauloa Ha-
waiian Civic Club is anxiously waiting for this property to be acquired to begin
its stewardship.

Kalauao Valley - The last property is in the Aiea area, owned by the Bishop
Museum. The property is 635 acres of forest land next to the Aiea Loop Trail.
The owner is willing to sell the property due to its inability to protect the native
species, the watershed and to open the area to public access. The acquisition
price of $771,000 is to paid by Legacy Lands Funds in the amount of $192,750
and the CWNL funds will contribute the remaining $578,250.

The total funds being allocated for the FY 2013 from the CWNL Fund is
$2,728,250.


