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North Shore Neighborhood Board Report

March is budget time at
Honolulu Hale. It is a time
when the Council begins the
process of approving the
Mayor’s proposed budget for
fiscal year 2014. The City ad-
ministration introduces two
separate budgets, one to show
operating costs and one to show
spending for island-wide capital
improvements. There is also a
third budget for consideration
submitted by the Honolulu Au-
thority for Rapid Transit or
HART. The City Council has
three readings to approve a bal-
anced budget before the June
30th deadline. During this time, each council member has the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the budget hearings to ensure responsible spending.

The Executive Operating budget gives the public an idea of how the general
fund will be utilized to cover operating and maintenance costs for public facilities
on Oahu. The funding for this budget comes from general fund revenue, which is
derived from property taxes and assessed fees. This fiscal year, the operating
budget is $2.08 billion, an increase from the $1.96 billion budgeted last fiscal year.

The budget bills will be up for first reading at the March 20th City Council
meeting. Following first reading, the bills will be referred to the Council’s Com-
mittee on Budget where the Council will have it’s first opportunity to make
amendments to both the operating and capital budgets. Prior to this, my staff and I
will work with the community to determine what projects within our district need
funding and could be included in this year’s budgets. In past budgets we have been
able to fund improvements to walkways in Haleiwa town and the remediation of
ponding and culvert replacement on Waialua Beach Road.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact my office and my staff
and I will be happy to assist you.

Council Considers the Budget for 2014

Previously, we have been able to fund the replace-
ment of the culvert on Waialua Beach Road.



The General Plan for the City and County of Honolulu is a comprehensive statement
of objectives and policies which sets forth the long-range aspirations of Oahu resi-
dents and the strategies of actions to achieve them. It is the first tier of a compre-
hensive planning process that addresses physical, social;, economic and environ-
mental concerns affecting the City and County of Honolulu. This planning process
serves as the coordinative means by which the City and County government pro-
vides direction to accommodate the future growth projected for O‘ahu.

The link to view the: Clean copy of the Public Review Draft and Ramseyer Format
with Proposed Changes are listed below:

 http://www.honoluludpp.org/Portals/0/pdfs/planning/generalplan/
PubRevDraft_Part1_Nov2012.pdf - Clean Copy of Public Review Draft

 http://www.honoluludpp.org/Portals/0/pdfs/planning/generalplan/
PubRevDraft_Part2_Nov2012.pdf - Ramseyer Format with Proposed Changes

Residents are encouraged to send in written comments on the Public Review Draft prior to April 15, 2013. Those sub-
missions should indicate which objectives and policies they can or cannot support and any suggestions for proposed
changes. Reasons and information for such changes should also be included. Written comments should be sent to:
Helber Hastert & Fee at: email – gp2035@hhf.com or their mailing address: 2035 Oahu General Plan - c/o Helber
Hastert & Fee, Planners - 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 - Honolulu, HI 96813. Their fax # is (808) 545-2050.

Bill 7 may not be considered very lucky for the protesters that now occupy the sidewalks at Thomas Square
in Honolulu. The bill making it harder for people to keep tents and other items on Oahu sidewalks was ap-
proved by the City Council's Public Safety and Economic Development Committee on February 26th and will be
taken up again on March 20th at the next meeting of the City Council. Bill 7 has the support of residents living
near the Occupy Honolulu encampment at Thomas Square who claim the tents create heath and safety hazards.
The city now has a "stored property" ordinance that states items placed on city sidewalks can be "tagged" by city
officials for a 24-hour period before authorities return the next day to remove them. One resident who testified
in support of Bill 7 said she has watched items along Beretania being tagged by the city and later removed by
their owners before city workers returned 24 hours later. A week later, she said, the same tents, sofas and other
items were right back where they were to start. The main difference between the current law and Bill 7 differs
in that there would be no need for a 24-hour notice before removal if they are identified as nuisances. As with
the stored-property ordinance, property owners would have 30 days to retrieve their items for a fee, though the
fee could be waived if contested successfully.

I am confident that this latest bill will not only clear the sidewalks but withstand a legal challenge as well.
The City of Honolulu needs this bill to help reclaim our public sidewalks for the use and enjoyment of all resi-
dents. The accumulation of items like tents, tarps, shopping carts and garbage bags on our public sidewalks is
an eyesore and an embarrassment. We need a tool like Bill 7 to ensure that our sidewalks are safe, clean and
clear of obstacles that constitute a nuisance to the general public. The Occupy Honolulu tent dwellers testi-
fied against the bill because they think it criminalizes homelessness and stifles free speech. Contrary to what
they are claiming, the bill does not target Oahu’s homeless population but it will definitely discourage anyone
from making their home on a public sidewalk. I can’t think of anyone, including members of the ACLU, who
would advocate such a situation. The City is continuing its efforts to provide safe alternatives for people who
are genuinely in need of housing and other social services. The Honolulu City Council is sympathetic to the
plight of the homeless and others in need of assistance as evidenced by a recent Council initiated City Charter
amendment that sets aside funds that can be used to provide needed social services to individuals and families
and helps prevent them from living on the street.

IT’S TIME TO RETURN OAHU’S SIDEWALKS TO PEDESTRIANS

Public Comments Welcomed on Oahu General Plan

One of the changes to the Gen-
eral Plan would allow for more
transient vacation rentals.


