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Wahiawa-Whitmore Village Neighborhood Board

March is budget time at Honolulu Hale. It is
a time when the Council begins the process of
approving the Mayor’s proposed budget for fis-
cal year 2014. The City administration intro-
duces two separate budgets, one to show operat-
ing costs and one to show spending for island-
wide capital improvements. There is also a
third budget for consideration submitted by the
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit or HART.
The City Council has three readings to approve
a balanced budget before the June 30th deadline.
During this time, each council member has the
opportunity to participate in the budget hearings
to ensure responsible spending.

The budget bills will be up for first reading at the March 20th City Council
meeting. Following first reading, the bills will be referred to the Council’s
Committee on Budget where the Council will have it’s first opportunity to
make amendments to both the operating and capital budgets.

Among the amendments I will be proposing is funding for timely comple-
tion of Project #92121, Whitmore Community Park Whitmore Gym Multi Pur-
pose Room Improvements. For several years, the Whitmore community has
been promised these improvements but have yet to see any movement on this
long awaited community project. I am committed to seeing this project
through to completion for the Whitmore community.

I will also be proposing an amendment to include funding for restroom fa-
cilities at the Wahiawa Transit Center. Numerous individuals as well as com-
munity groups have contacted me with their frustration over the lack of facili-
ties at the transit center.

These projects are a high priority for me and I am committed to funding and
completing them in a timely manner. Letters of support are welcomed as they
highlight the community support for these projects which is important when
considering projects to be included for funding in the upcoming budget. Please
contact my office with any questions you may have.

Council Considers the Budget for 2014
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Following up on concerns brought to by attention by community mem-
bers continues to be one of my top priorities. Recently, I received informa-
tion regarding obstructions to Haumalu Place. The concern was raised that
in the event of an emergency, an ambulance or fire engine could not readily
access the homes on Haumalu Place due to the number of vehicles lined up
on either side of this short and narrow residential roadway. A Request for
Investigation and Service was submitted and the Honolulu Police Depart-
ment has been assigned to follow up and address this concern. Updates will
be provided as they are made available.

Community members have also contacted my office for updates on the anticipated road resurfacing in
the Wahiawa and Whitmore area through the Rehabilitation of Localized Streets, Phase 8B. Communica-
tion from the Department of Design and Construction indicates that the project will begin construction late
summer/early fall.

I appreciate the time and effort of community members who contact my office with their concerns.
Should you have concerns regarding issues your are facing in your neighborhood, please feel free to contact
my office. My staff and I will do our best to address the matter and assist you in anyway that we can.

Bill 7 was approved by the City Council's Public Safety and Economic De-
velopment Committee on February 26th and will be taken up again on March
20th at the meeting of the City Council. Bill 7 will make it harder for people to
keep tents and other items on Oahu sidewalks. The city now has a "stored
property" ordinance that states items placed on city sidewalks can be "tagged"
by city officials for a 24-hour period before authorities return the next day to
remove them. One resident who testified in support of Bill 7 said she has
watched items along Beretania being tagged by the city and later removed by
their owners before city workers returned 24 hours later. A week later, she
said, the same tents, sofas and other items were right back where they were to

start. The main difference between the current law and Bill 7 is there would be no need for a 24-hour notice
before removal if they are identified as nuisances. As with the stored-property ordinance, property owners
would have 30 days to retrieve their items for a fee, though the fee could be waived if contested successfully.

I am confident that this latest bill will not only clear the sidewalks but withstand a legal challenge as well.
The City of Honolulu needs this bill to help reclaim our public sidewalks for the use and enjoyment of all
residents. The accumulation of items like tents, tarps, shopping carts and garbage bags on our public side-
walks is an eyesore and an embarrassment. We need a tool like Bill 7 to ensure that our sidewalks are safe,
clean and clear of obstacles that constitute a nuisance to the general public. The Occupy Honolulu tent
dwellers testified against the bill because they think it criminalizes homelessness and stifles free speech.
Contrary to what they are claiming, the bill does not target Oahu’s homeless population but it will definitely
discourage anyone from making their home on a public sidewalk. I can’t think of anyone, including members
of the ACLU, who would advocate such a situation. The City is continuing its efforts to provide safe alter-
natives for people who are genuinely in need of housing and other social services. The Honolulu City Coun-
cil is sympathetic to the plight of the homeless and others in need of assistance as evidenced by a recent
Council initiated City Charter amendment that sets aside funds that can be used to provide needed social ser-
vices to individuals and families and helps prevent them from living on the street.

IT’S TIME TO RETURN OAHU’S SIDEWALKS TO PEDESTRIANS

Obstruction to Haumalu Place
concerns area residents.

Following Up On Community Concerns

An impassable sidewalk.


