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Ko‘olauloa Neighborhood Board Report

It has been one of the most exciting elections in decades. With close races at
every level of government prompting an above average voter turnout, the 2012
election is one for the history books. President Obama’s victory reaffirmed the
appeal of his message of going forward with his plans for affordable healthcare,
economic growth, clean energy policies and tax cuts for companies to bring jobs
back to the United States. But a narrow victory means that a great number of
people are restless and will be more than mildly critical of the President’s efforts
to deliver on his promises over the next four years.

Here at home, the voter turnout surprised election officials with long lines at
many locations and even running out of ballots at more than a dozen voting
places. Hawaii’s congressional delegation remains democratic and the public
certainly benefited from spirited and pointed debates that helped to both define
the issues and voter preferences. The close results of the Mayor’s race also rep-
resent a significant challenge to the incoming Caldwell administration. It is go-
ing to take all of his legislative skill and stamina to deliver on his campaign
promise to successfully complete the rail system while simultaneously managing
the maintenance of an aging city infrastructure.

The task will be made easier with the help of the Honolulu City Council which
will convene in January with four new members, all of whom have extensive
legislative experience and all of whom have expressed support for the rail pro-
ject. The Council is prepared to officially accept the Full Funding Grant Agree-
ment which will mean $1.55 billion federal dollars towards the cost of construc-
tion. The project will be a boost to our local construction industry, still at 30%
below the peak of 2007, bringing blessed relief from the deep slump of the reces-
sion. Although economic recovery technically began over three years ago,
growth has been slow and unemployment remains high across the country. Job
creation is the overriding issue both nationally and here at home in Hawaii.

A new Mayor and a new mix at the Honolulu City Council is the start of a new
beginning and reason for hope and optimism. Before moving on, I want to ac-
knowledge the hard work and dedication of outgoing Mayor Peter Carlisle and
his administration. The November 6th election set the political stage for 2013 and
I look forward to working together with Mayor elect Caldwell and my col-
leagues on the City Council for the benefit of all of the residents of our island
home.

Close Elections Decided by Surprising Voter Turnout



Malfunctioning Public Sirens

Last month, Oahu dodged a bullet as a tsunami warning was declared yet
again due to an earthquake off the Coast of British Columbia. During this
time, reports of malfunctioning sirens in Haleiwa and Laie, among other
communities, began trickling in.

If there is a malfunctioning siren or one that is too soft in your community,
please call the Department of Emergency Management (DEM) at 723-8960
to report it. They can also be reached by email at dem@honolulu.gov.

Also, if you see a siren in your community has been damaged or vandalized you can also report these to
DEM at the contact provided with images of the sirens in question. With your help, we can mitigate any
future disturbances in service during such a critical period.

Voters Approve Two Amendments for Funding

Along with the election of new public officials, the residents
of the City and County of Honolulu approved two charter
amendments to establish special funds to help non-profits and
ensure City monies are dispensed for its intended use.

From fiscal year 2010 to 2012, the City’s Community Devel-
opment Block Grant allocation has decreased from $14.5 mil-
lion to $11.9 million and could continue to see a consistent
drop in future years. Many non-profits depend on this fund-
ing to continue providing valuable services year-to-year
which include housing provision, community development,
economic development and human services activities to peo-
ple of low and moderate income.

The approval of the charter amendment established by Resolution 12-44, CD1, FD1 will create a Grant in
Aid Fund which will allow the City to award grant in aid to federal income tax exempt non-profit organiza-
tions that provide services to economically and/or socially disadvantaged populations. It can also go to pro-
viding services for public benefit in the areas of the arts, culture, economic development or the environ-
ment. One-half of one percent of annual general fund revenues will go to this fund with no less than
$250,000 being expended annually in each Council district.

The mayor will create an advisory commission consisting of seven members to advise the city on issuance
of these grants. The City Council will determine procedures for the administration and expenditure of mon-
ies in this fund.

Voters also approved a charter amendment which allows the City Council to create special funds to ensure
revenue from licenses, fees, taxes and other sources are set aside for their intended purposes when no ap-
propriate class of funds exists. The City Council has dealt with issues relating to how these revenue sources
are used such as camping fees not necessarily benefiting park improvements, but rather going back into the
general fund where it can go to fund any City department. Previously, only the Mayor could create special
funds with the approval of the City Council.

The Council will have the power to create special funds when
necessary. Historically, we have faced problems with park fees
not benefiting parks, but going to the general fund and allo-
cated to any City department.


