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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

In addition to asking the Mayor to re-
open the budget and suspending the
farebox ratio, the Council has intro-
duced a bill terminating the recycling
residue discount also known as the
tipping fee discount.

Businesses and federal or state agen-
cies pay a unit charge per ton at the
four disposal facilities on the island.
H-Power charges $81.00 per ton,
Transfer Stations $110.60, Landfills
$81.00, and Transshipment Facilities $81.00 for the disposal of refuse and other
solid waste deliveries. Currently, recyclers receive a 35 percent discount to these
unit charges, which would drop to 20 percent for fiscal year 2014 and beyond.
The Council previously considered eliminated the tipping fee discount outright,
but to help ease the financial impact to recycling companies, the Council voted
to stagger the percentage of discount for a gradual drop to the 2014 level.

With the total elimination of the tipping fee,
the City could save millions which could go
toward reinstating bus services. Environ-
mental Services Director Tim Steinberger
stated that the City would bring in $500,000
through the rest of the fiscal year if this legis-
lation is approved. The City has emphasized
the need to overcome a $7 million shortfall in
operating costs which forced the Department
of Transportation Services to find creative
ways to supplement its budget. Unfortunately,
the bus service alterations have caused a hard-
ship for many residents in Oahu, especially
those living in rural areas.

Bill 61 passed out of the Budget committee on October 10th for adoption by the
full Council. In committee, Chair Ann Kobayashi stated that she would continue
to work on the legislation, taking into consideration its effects on smaller recy-
cling operations. The next Council meeting will be held on November 14th.

Council Considers Tipping Fee Elimination

Community recycling efforts often divert
tons of scrap metal from Oahu’s landfill
such as this collection of old appliances
at a recent “ Going Green” day at the
Waialua Community Association.



Improvements to Private Roadways

The City Council is considering legislation that would allow the City
to install and maintain certain infrastructure improvements on private
streets and roads.

In an effort to protect public health and safety, a bill has been intro-
duced that would give the City the power to mitigate any danger to the
public’s well-being. The City would be able to address these issues so
long as the infrastructure in questions displays a critical health and
safety issue and can represent a liability to the public if not properly
maintained. The City would be able to conduct installation or mainte-
nance of curbs, shoulders, gutters, drainage facilities, manholes and
manhole covers.

There are many privately-owned roads throughout the district. Many
times jurisdictional issues get in the way of doing what is needed to
correct a problem. This bill would give the Council an avenue in the
event something immediate needs to be done to inure public safety.

Bill 60, introduced by Councilman Romy Cachola, has passed first
reading and was referred to the Transportation Committee which meets on October 11th at 1:00 pm. If you
would like more information on this bill, please call or email me at emartin@honolulu.gov. Mahalo.

Council Honors First Annual Paddleboard Competition

The Assistive Technology Resource Centers of Hawaii (ATRC) is a
not-for-profit organization that has been providing assistive technol-
ogy solutions to persons with disabilities for the past 20 years. Lo-
cated in Honolulu, ATRC is the only assistive technology resource
center in the state. Through the program, disabled individuals of all
ages are offered a wide range of resources and services in the area of
assistive technology, enabling their independence and participation in
every aspect of community life, including employment and education.

One of the many benefits provided to participants of ATRC is access to Assistive Technology (AT). There
are various options available including an Exchange Program in which computers and AT devices are pro-
vided at little or no cost. ATRC also offers a Loan Program that assists individuals in purchasing equip-
ment with loans ranging from $500 to $30,000 through collaboration with American Savings Bank. The
AT Depot also provides short term loans of AT devices to serve as loaners during repairs or funding delays.

This year, ATRC held their first annual “Paddling for Possibilities”
on September 15th, a fundraising program that will help to ensure
individuals with disabilities continue to receive desired resources and
services. All money raised will be used to purchase assistive technol-
ogy devices such as wheelchairs, hearing aids, I-pads, smart pens,
hand held magnifiers, and other equipment. This creative and fun
fundraising event reaches out to the community for their support
while spreading awareness about the needs of individuals with dis-
abilities in the area of Assistive Technology.

Private roadways are often in poor shape
like this road in Wahiawa in need of repairs.


