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Mililani Mauka Neighborhood Board

Dean Hazama has been appointed by the Mayor
to serve on the Planning Commission. Resolu-
tion 12-289 relating to his appointment was re-
ported out of the Committee of Zoning and
Planning on October 10th for adoption at the
Full Council meeting being held on November
14th. He will serve a five-year term expiring on
June 30, 2017. His major duties will be to ad-
vise the Mayor, the Council and the Director of
Planning and Permitting on matters concerning
the planning programs, hold public hearings,

and make recommendations on all proposals to adopt or amend the general plan,
development plans, and zoning ordinances. I appreciate Mr. Hazama’s willing-
ness to be considered for public service and actively participate in city govern-
ment in this capacity. I am confident that the resolution will be adopted and look
forward to working with Dean. Letters of support are being accepted. You can
fax your written testimony in support to 768-3826 or by email to http://
www.honolulu.gov/council/emailccl.htm.

Dean Hazama Appointed to Planning Commission

Long Awaited Work Started at Mililani Mauka District Park

The City’s Department of Design and Con-
struction has moved forward on the Con-
struction of Play Court Improvements at
Mililani Mauka District Park. This is a
long awaited and needed community pro-
ject which will provide addition spaces and
outdoor recreational opportunities for com-
munity members from keiki to kupuna to
enjoy. This is a step in the right direction
in moving toward the completion of the
Master Planned Improvements for the park.
I will be providing updates as they are
made available.



2012 Medal of Honor Convention
I recently had the good fortune to sit at the same table with a very distinguished
American. Navy Hospital Corpsman Donald Ballard was serving in Vietnam when
his company was ambushed. While assisting a wounded Marine on the battlefield
under enemy fire, he threw himself on an explosive device to protect his comrades.
When the grenade failed to detonate, he continued to treat other casualties without
regard for his own safety. Donald Ballard was awarded the Medal of Honor for his
selfless service. It has been more than 150 years since President Abraham Lincoln
signed into law an Act establishing the Medal of Honor. Hawaii’s own Senator
Daniel Inouye is the only sitting member of Congress with such a distinction. These
brave Americans belong to a remarkable group of patriots who were recognized “for

gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of one’s life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in military
operations against an enemy of the United States”. In 1958, Congress established the Congressional Medal
of Honor Society whose membership is restricted to recipients. Today the Society numbers fewer than 90
members. They act to foster patriotism and to inspire and encourage the youth of America to become good
citizens. Each year, the Congressional Medal of Honor Society reunites members. This year Honolulu was
fortunate to host 55 of America's Medal of Honor recipients at the recent 2012 Medal of Honor Society
Convention. Recipients from World War II up to the current conflict in Afghanistan were in attendance.
Those attending the ceremonies were humbled and proud to share our aloha with our nation's most revered
heroes. Donald Ballard and other Medal of Honor recipients were our distinguished guests. The Honolulu
City Council recognized the Honolulu Medal of Honor Society by proclaiming the 1st through 6th of Octo-
ber 2012 as National Medal of Honor Recognition Week, a small gesture for such merit.

Council Recognizes Mililani’s 25th Anniversary
on Being Named An “All-American City”
The All-America City Award is given to ten communities annually
and is awarded to communities of all sizes that collaboratively tackle
challenges and achieve results. For the past 44 years, the master-
planned community of Mililani has brought together people of all
ages, income groups and walks of life. It is currently home to more
than 50,000 people in more than 16,000 residential dwellings, featur-
ing seven recreation centers, numerous shopping centers and restau-
rants, and more than twenty parks on 3,500 acres of land. However,
this idyllic community had a very precarious beginning when Castle
and Cooke converted thousands of acres of pineapple fields to neighborhoods, gambling on the idea that
they could lure Honolulu residents west by offering tree-lined streets, spacious parks, state-of-the-art rec-
reation centers and conveniently located commercial centers. Planning for Mililani began in 1958, and resi-
dential homes in Mililani Town, the community's first offering, went to market in 1968. Mililani’s journey
into being named an “All-America City” by the Citizen’s Forum on Self Government of the National Mu-

nicipal League began in 1985, when then Governor George B. Ariyoshi
nominated Mililani Town for the Award for its citizen action and organiza-
tion in advocating for and getting a water purification system. Mililani,
which is the only All America City in Hawaii, was given the award in 1987
when the community came together to conquer the water contamination is-
sue so that there would be pure drinking water for generations to come.
Over the years, residents of Mililani have continued to actively participate
in their homeowner’s association, neighborhood boards and local civic
clubs with a single goal: the betterment of their community.


