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North Shore Neighborhood Board #27

In addition to asking the Mayor to re-
open the budget and suspending the
farebox ratio, the Council has intro-
duced a bill terminating the recycling
residue discount also known as the
tipping fee discount.

Businesses and federal or state agen-
cies pay a unit charge per ton at the
four disposal facilities on the island.
H-Power charges $81.00 per ton,
Transfer Stations $110.60, Landfills
$81.00, and Transshipment Facilities $81.00 for the disposal of refuse and other
solid waste deliveries. Currently, recyclers receive a 35 percent discount to these
unit charges, which would drop to 20 percent for fiscal year 2014 and beyond.
The Council previously considered eliminated the tipping fee discount outright,
but to help ease the financial impact to recycling companies, the Council voted
to stagger the percentage of discount for a gradual drop to the 2014 level.

With the total elimination of the tipping fee,
the City could save millions which could go
toward reinstating bus services. Environ-
mental Services Director Tim Steinberger
stated that the City would bring in $500,000
through the rest of the fiscal year if this legis-
lation is approved. The City has emphasized
the need to overcome a $7 million shortfall in
operating costs which forced the Department
of Transportation Services to find creative
ways to supplement its budget. Unfortunately,
the bus service alterations have caused a hard-
ship for many residents in Oahu, especially
those living in rural areas.

Bill 61 passed out of the Budget committee on October 10th for adoption by the
full Council. In committee, Chair Ann Kobayashi stated that she would continue
to work on the legislation, taking into consideration its effects on smaller recy-
cling operations. The next Council meeting will be held on November 14th.

Council Considers Tipping Fee Elimination

Community recycling efforts often divert
tons of scrap metal from Oahu’s landfill
such as this collection of old appliances
at a recent “ Going Green” day at the
Waialua Community Association.



Improvements to Private Roadways

The City Council is considering legislation that would allow the City
to install and maintain certain infrastructure improvements on private
streets and roads.

In an effort to protect public health and safety, a bill has been intro-
duced that would give the City the power to mitigate any danger to the
public’s well-being. The City would be able to address these issues so
long as the infrastructure in questions displays a critical health and
safety issue and can represent a liability to the public if not properly
maintained. The City would be able to conduct installation or mainte-
nance of curbs, shoulders, gutters, drainage facilities, manholes and
manhole covers.

There are many privately-owned roads throughout the district. Many
times jurisdictional issues get in the way of doing what is needed to
correct a problem. This bill would give the Council an avenue in the
event something immediate needs to be done to inure public safety.

Bill 60, introduced by Councilmember Romy Cachola, passed first
reading and is currently in the purview of the Committee of Public Works and Sustainability. If you would
like more information on this bill, please call or email me at emartin@honolulu.gov. Mahalo.

Updates on Concerns Brought up at North Shore NHB Meeting

Recycling: At the previous meeting, a resident asked about the removal of
white bins at schools and the options for recycling at condos which are not on
the city’s refuse collection system. In response to the first question, the City’s
Department of Environment Services made the decision to phase out the recy-
cling bins at schools due to the cost of the program to taxpayers. The cost to
run the program was $400 per ton or $1.5 million per year. The Department is
in strong support of the curbside recycling program that nets the city $70 per
ton and is a revenue source instead of an expense. Planning is going into ex-
pansion of the curbside recycling program to over 20,000 homes which do not

currently receive the service. It was indicated by the administration that the Haleiwa and Sunset areas
would be the first to be added. Regarding the second question about recycling in condos, the department
offered the following information, “Those in condo buildings and complexes where the City does not pro-
vide collection service can be provided with technical assistance in program design and contracting, and
provided up to $2,000 in reimbursement to the AOAO for startup costs for equipment and tenant education.
Local haulers/recycling companies also offer no cost pickup for high value recyclables. Additional infor-
mation can be found at www.opala.org or by calling the Recycling Branch at 768-3200.”

Trees Removed at Kaiaka Bay Beach Park: A question was raised about
the replacement of trees that were recently removed from Kaiaka Bay Beach
Park. The Department of Parks and Recreation responded that it is the intent
to plant replacement trees, wherever possible. If replacement trees are to be
planted, the tree species will be determined based on the planting site condi-
tions. Native trees that meet the site conditions may be considered, but are not
mandated.

Private roadways are often in poor shape
like this road in need of repair.


