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Wahiawa-Whitmore Village Neighborhood Board

A special neighborhood meeting was
held on October 4 at Wahiawa Chris-
tian Church to discuss the installation
of speed humps on Glen Avenue and
Eames Street. The meeting was held
in response to residents’ concerns
when work began on the project.
Those living on Glen and Eames as
well as surrounding areas such as
Royal Palm were made aware of the
meeting and encouraged to attend to
express their thoughts. Representa-
tives from the City’s Department of Transportation Services including Director
Yoshioka and the engineers working on the project were also in attendance to
gain a better understanding of the community’s position and to provide feed-
back. The meeting was well attended with residents providing opinions on both
sides of the issue. Those in support of the installation of speed humps reported
safety as their main concern citing past incidents. Examples ranged from dam-
ages to mailboxes and fences to cars ending up in a resident’s yard after losing
control. Those opposed expressed concerns about not being informed of the de-
tails of the project before work began and that alternative safety measures were
not taken into account such as additional signage and barriers to high impact ar-
eas. After all opinions were heard, Director Yoshioka provided his feedback and
options for moving forward with the project. He encouraged those who opposed
installation of the humps to speak with the engineers after the meeting so their
concerns could be addressed. In the end all parties left the meeting with a posi-
tive outlook on the project. I am grateful to the residents for sharing their con-

cerns with me and for all those who
helped in putting together this well or-
ganized and productive meeting. I
would also like to thank Director Yo-
shioka and his team for coming out to
meet with the residents and providing a
workable solution. I look forward to
continued communication from resi-
dents and City Departments as we all
strive to work together toward the best
options for our community.

Installation of Speed Humps on Glen Avenue and Eames Street



2012 Medal of Honor Convention
I recently had the good fortune to sit at the same table with a very distinguished
American. Navy Hospital Corpsman Donald Ballard was serving in Vietnam when
his company was ambushed. While assisting a wounded Marine on the battlefield
under enemy fire, he threw himself on an explosive device to protect his comrades.
When the grenade failed to detonate, he continued to treat other casualties without
regard for his own safety. Donald Ballard was awarded the Medal of Honor for his
selfless service. It has been more than 150 years since President Abraham Lincoln
signed into law an Act establishing the Medal of Honor. Hawaii’s own Senator
Daniel Inouye is the only sitting member of Congress with such a distinction. These
brave Americans belong to a remarkable group of patriots who were recognized “for

gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of one’s life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in military
operations against an enemy of the United States”. In 1958, Congress established the Congressional Medal
of Honor Society whose membership is restricted to recipients. Today the Society numbers fewer than 90
members. They act to foster patriotism and to inspire and encourage the youth of America to become good
citizens. Each year, the Congressional Medal of Honor Society reunites members. This year Honolulu was
fortunate to host 55 of America's Medal of Honor recipients at the recent 2012 Medal of Honor Society
Convention. Recipients from World War II up to the current conflict in Afghanistan were in attendance.
Those attending the ceremonies were humbled and proud to share our aloha with our nation's most revered
heroes. Donald Ballard and other Medal of Honor recipients were our distinguished guests. The Honolulu
City Council recognized the Honolulu Medal of Honor Society by proclaiming the 1st through 6th of Octo-
ber 2012 as National Medal of Honor Recognition Week, a small gesture for such merit.

Wahiawa United Methodist Church 100th Anniversary Celebration

I was pleased to present an Honorary Certificate to Pastor Fran Wiebenga
on October 6th at the 100th Anniversary Celebration of Wahiawa United
Methodist Church. For the past century, the church has grown in re-
sponse to the needs of the community. The first congregation was a small
group of immigrant Japanese Christians in Waipio who met in homes for
prayer and fellowship. English language instruction was an important
part of the ministry of the church at that time. As other ethnic groups
joined they began meeting in the Waipio dancehall, owned by a Chinese
storekeeper. The church soon outgrew that location and in 1928 the
church moved to Wahiawa at the corner of Mango Street and California

Avenue. At that time the church was known as Wahiawa Community Methodist Church. By 1958 the
church had grown so much that they moved to a larger sanctuary in the present location at 1445 California
Avenue, opening their doors on Easter Sunday. In 1968 the name was changed to the Wahiawa United
Methodist Church as it is known today. The dedicated congregation of the Wahiawa United Methodist
Church focuses on supporting the needs of the community, evidenced
by the events leading up to the 100th Anniversary celebration. The
church collected 100 cans of food each month for the Wahiawa Food-
bank at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Another project was sewing
100 quilts for newborn babies at Kapiolani Children’s Hospital. The
church also focuses on meeting the needs of the congregation, providing
services for everyone from keiki to kupuna. With their focus on meet-
ing the needs of those within the church as well as those in the larger
community, Wahiawa United Methodist Church will continue to be a
positive influence for many years to come.


