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Tracing its roots as far back as the
Kingdom of Hawaii, Waiahole Ele-
mentary School, the oldest educa-
tional institution in Windward Oahu,
celebrates 130 years of serving its
community in aspects that extend
further than education.

On October 13, 1877, parents in the
Ko‘olaupoko area sent a letter to the
Board of Education requesting a
school. The Board approved the re-
quest and authorized that an English Day School be established at a central loca-
tion in Ko‘olaupoko. After extensive consideration of other locations, Waiahole
Valley was chosen as the site for the new educational facility. The school was to
be called the Waiahole Government English Day School. In April of 1883,
J.W.P. Kamealoha transported building materials shipped from Honolulu to
Waiahole Harbor to the selected school site where it was completed on May 8,

1883.

Waiahole Elementary quickly became a
model of today’s Hawaii as it was a melt-
ing pot of cultures due to the influx of im-
migrants in the late 1800s. Initially serv-
ing primarily Native Hawaiian students,
Waiahole Elementary helped integrate stu-
dents from China, Japan, Okinawa, Korea
and the Philippines into American culture.

The rural setting of Waiahole Valley helped foster a love for the country lifestyle
and created strong relationships among the different ethnic groups residing in the
community. These strong ties prepared the area residents for future battles they
faced to “keep the country, country” and to preserve the water rights in the com-
munity. Although the school did not directly participate in these matters, it had a
vital role as a meeting place for groups to prepare for these battles.

Rich with cultural history, Waiahole Elementary strives to preserve the old Ha-
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Waiahole Elementary Celebrates 130 Years



A slow economic
recovery and
funding cuts at
the federal level
will mean less
financial assis-
tance that local
governments can
provide to im-
prove our com-
munities and
neighborhoods. In an effort to protect as much federal
funding as possible, the Honolulu City Council re-
cently passed Resolution 13-147, urging the United
States Congress to preserve the current level of fund-
ing for the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program. Sequestration has put a strain on
the federal funds available for government programs
such as block grants and the City and County of Hono-
lulu will definitely be impacted by funding cut backs.

The Community Development Block Grant
Program has been assisting municipal governments
since Congress enacted the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383). This
law replaced earlier grant and loan programs under
which grantees competed nationally for funds in spe-
cific project categories, including urban renewal;
neighborhood development program grants; open
space, urban beautification, and historic preservation
grants; public facilities loans; water and sewer and
neighborhood facilities grants. Under the CDBG pro-
gram, a grantee is encouraged to develop a locally de-
signed comprehensive community development strat-
egy to achieve the program's primary objective: the
development of viable urban communities. The path-
way to accomplish this is to provide decent housing

and a suitable living environment as well as expanding
economic opportunities principally for persons of low
and moderate income.

The funding allocation of the CDBG program is based
on a formula which assures each entitlement grantee
an annual sum of money to carry out its community
development program. Under the law, 70 percent of
the annual distribution of funds is reserved for entitle-
ment communities. In order to receive its allocation of
funds, a community must submit a Consolidated Ac-
tion Plan to the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD). The City’s Department of Com-
munity Services is charged with this responsibility.

The City has historically allocated a portion of
these funds for projects to be carried out by private,
non-profit organizations that are equipped to provide
specialized services to the community. Past grantees
include the Domestic Violence Action Center which
provides services and resources for victims of domes-
tic violence in need of legal counseling, the Institute
for Human Services for rehabilitation of shelters, the
Kahuku Housing Foundation for the renovation of the
Community Center and an elderly rental housing com-
plex, the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii to provide legal
services to the homeless and the Windward Spouse
Abuse Center for staffing of an emergency shelter for
the homeless and victims of domestic violence.
The Community Block Grant Program continues to be
an important component of the City’s effort to address
the social and economic challenges of a growing
population. I encourage non-profits serving the North
Shore community to look into CBDG grant funding
possibilities. For more information on this program
and other grant opportunities, you can visit the Depart-
ment of Community Services on the web at
www.honolulu.gov.

waiian ways while preparing its students to flourish in modern society. Aside from educating the area keiki,
the school is still utilized as a central gathering point for residents, where community and town hall meetings
continue to be held to discuss and address community issues.

Therefore, on behalf of the people of the City and County of Honolulu, the Council congratulates and recog-
nizes the Polynesian Cultural Center on the occasion of its 50th anniversary of dedicated service to the
Ko‘olauloa region and windward coastline. Further, the Council extends its best wishes and continued success
in all its future endeavors.
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The Benefits of Community Development Block Grants

The City has allocated a portion of CDBG funding to
various private non-profit organization, like IHS, that
are equipped to provide specialized services.


