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Ko‘olauloa Neighborhood Board Report

A slow economic recovery and funding
cuts at the federal level will mean less
financial assistance that local govern-
ments can provide to improve our com-
munities and neighborhoods. In an ef-
fort to protect as much federal funding
as possible, the Honolulu City Council
recently passed Resolution 13-147, urg-
ing the United States Congress to pre-
serve the current level of funding for
the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program. Sequestration
has put a strain on the federal funds
available for government programs
such as block grants and the City and
County of Honolulu will definitely be
impacted by funding cut backs.

The Community Development
Block Grant Program has been assisting
municipal governments since Congress
enacted the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (Public Law
93-383). This law replaced earlier
grant and loan programs under which
grantees competed nationally for funds
in specific project categories, including
urban renewal; neighborhood develop-
ment program grants; open space, ur-
ban beautification, and historic preser-
vation grants; public facilities loans;
water and sewer and neighborhood fa-
cilities grants. Under the CDBG pro-
gram, a grantee is encouraged to de-
velop a locally designed comprehensive

community development strategy to
achieve the program's primary objec-
tive: the development of viable urban
communities. The pathway to accom-
plish this is to provide decent housing
and a suitable living environment as
well as expanding economic opportuni-
ties principally for persons of low and
moderate income.

The funding allocation of the CDBG
program is based on a formula which
assures each entitlement grantee an an-
nual sum of money to carry out its
community development program. Un-
der the law, 70 percent of the annual
distribution of funds is reserved for en-
titlement communities. In order to re-
ceive its allocation of funds, a commu-
nity must submit a Consolidated Action
Plan to the Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD). The

(Continued on page 2)

The Benefits of Community Development
Block Grants

The City has allocated a portion of CDBG funding to vari-
ous private non-profit organization, like IHS, that are
equipped to provide specialized services.



Conflict resolution encompasses mediation, arbitration, facilita-
tion, collective decision making and other responses to disputes. It
has the ability to empower individuals, families, communities, or-
ganizations and businesses to foster communication and devise
peaceful solutions that are acceptable to the needs and interests of
all parties involved.

Conflict resolution is taught and practiced by students and adults
of all ages in many school systems, business establishments, and
non-profit organizations throughout Hawaii and the rest of the
world as a way of resolving disputes.

The importance of learning conflict resolution methods lies in the
inherent volatility of conflict itself. There are rarely times where a
template can be created and universally applied as a solution. Due to the different personalities involved, the
dispute itself, and the different interests being represented every conflict and dispute has unique traits that need
to be handled in unique ways.

ACR-Hawaii is a member based non-profit organization and recognized chapter of the Association for Conflict
Resolution (ACR), a national organization and its mission is to advocate and support peaceful conflict resolu-
tion and collaborative decision making at all levels of society through the development and support of peace-
makers through educational programs and services provided to our members and community.

Conflict Resolution Day was started in 2005 by the Association for Conflict Resolution to raise awareness of
various peaceful methods of resolving conflict in our communities, schools and homes and, this year, Conflict
Resolution Day 2013 will be celebrated around the world on October 17th to promote awareness of mediation,
arbitration, conciliation and other peaceful means of resolving conflicts; encourage the use of conflict resolu-
tion in schools, families, businesses, communities, government and the legal system; and recognize the signifi-
cant contributions of peaceful conflict resolvers.

Therefore, the Honolulu City Council, on behalf of the people of the City and County of Honolulu, recognizes
October 17, 2013 as CONFLICT RESOLUTION DAY and encourage all residents to learn more about con-
flict resolution practices to promote peaceful and creative resolutions to disputes. Further, the Honolulu City
Council thanks the Association for Conflict Resolution for its continued efforts in promoting peaceful means
of resolving differences and offers best wishes in all its future endeavors.

City’s Department of Community Services is charged with this responsibility.

The City has historically allocated a portion of these funds for projects to be carried out by private,
non-profit organizations that are equipped to provide specialized services to the community. Past grantees in-
clude the Domestic Violence Action Center which provides services and resources for victims of domestic vio-
lence in need of legal counseling, the Institute for Human Services for rehabilitation of shelters, the Kahuku
Housing Foundation for the renovation of the Community Center and an elderly rental housing complex, the
Legal Aid Society of Hawaii to provide legal services to the homeless and the Windward Spouse Abuse Center
for staffing of an emergency shelter for the homeless and victims of domestic violence.
The Community Block Grant Program continues to be an important component of the City’s effort to address
the social and economic challenges of a growing population. I encourage non-profits serving the North Shore
community to look into CBDG grant funding possibilities. For more information on this program and other
grant opportunities, you can visit the Department of Community Services on the web at www.honolulu.gov.

Council Recognizes Conflict Resolution Day 2013

Chair Martin with members of ACR-Hawaii, a non-profit
whose mission is to promote conflict resolution practices.


