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In 2010, voters approved a charter amendment to direct a half of one percent of prop-
erty taxes in grants to assist non-profit organizations with their mission. These grants
were meant to provide a safety net for non-profits even during the most difficult of
times. The amendment established an advisory commission appointed by the Mayor,
but stipulated that the Commission’s recommendations are subject to Council ap-
proval. On October 9th, the City Council amended the Advisory Commission’s recom-
mendations by adding a number of agencies that had ranked below the cut off score.
The Honolulu City Council’s adoption of Resolution 13-173, amended to expand the
number of non-profit agencies eligible for funding, maintained the integrity of the
process while taking the grant awards beyond a rigid calculation of points. Many of
the organizations made eligible for funding had previously been excluded by slim mar-
gins, one as close as a fraction of a single percentage point. The Council reduced the
funding amounts recommended by the Commission and widened the safety net.

The Council’s action assures that a greater number
of non-profit organizations will be able to address
the needs of the people they were established to
serve. Two such organizations are Adult Friends
for Youth which will provide needed services to
students at Leilehua High School and the Wahi-
awa Center for Community Health, which aims to
address the lack of quality health care services in
the community. In testimony before the Council,
several organizations originally recommended for
funding agreed with the Council’s changes despite
the fact that those changes would reduce their own
funding amounts. Over the past few years, many of these service and charitable or-
ganizations have seen declining federal funding. With the current financial crisis in
Washington, restoration of those funds to pre-recession levels appears unlikely. As a
result Councilmembers are witnessing firsthand the impact these shortfalls are having
on the homeless, at-risk youth, victims of domestic violence, the elderly and the poor.

A healthy society is measured as much by its public infrastructure as its social infra-
structure – how it cares for its underserved populations. Through the Grants In Aid
process, the Council is exercising its authority to increase support for those in need.
Although changes to the recommendations were made, the Council acknowledges and
appreciates the hard work put forth by the Advisory Commission. In its initial year,
the Council remains supportive of the program and believes it will ultimately prove to
be a fair and reliable mechanism to support the many non-governmental organizations
that provide much-needed aid and assistance to the underserved in our communities.

Grant-In-Aid Critical Source of Funds for Non-Profits



At its October 18th meeting, the Clean Water and Natural Lands commission
heard four proposals for its FY 2015 funding cycle. The four applications are
looking to preserve lands in Hakipu`u, Aina Haina, Kalihi Valley and Pupukea
with preservation efforts ranging from outright property purchase to establish-
ing conservation easements.

Within Pupukea, the current land owner, Preservation Partners, is a true believer
in conservation and is working to protect 195 acres of Pupukea Ranch from be-
ing developed. Although the land has existing zoning rights for a 77-lot subdivi-
sion, the land owner understands the value of a conservation easement on the
property and is committed to permanently protecting the site. Preservation Part-
ners will also be donating 25% of the conservation easement value to the pro-
ject.

Aside from the 195 acres to be preserved, the land owner is in discussions to
transfer the remaining acreage to State parks in the form of a buffer around the Pu`u O Mahuka heiau. The property itself
sits on a bluff on the north side of Oahu in Haleiwa, in the ahupua`a of Pupukea, and is just mauka of the highway.

Conflict resolution encompasses mediation, arbitration, facilita-
tion, collective decision making and other responses to dis-
putes. It has the ability to empower individuals, families, com-
munities, organizations and businesses to foster communication
and devise peaceful solutions that are acceptable to the needs
and interests of all parties involved.

Conflict resolution is taught and practiced by students and
adults of all ages in many school systems, business establish-
ments, and non-profit organizations throughout Hawaii and the
rest of the world as a way of resolving disputes.

The importance of learning conflict resolution methods lies in
the inherent volatility of conflict itself. There are rarely times
where a template can be created and universally applied as a
solution. Due to the different personalities involved, the dispute itself, and the different interests being represented every
conflict and dispute has unique traits that need to be handled in unique ways.

ACR-Hawaii is a member based non-profit organization and recognized chapter of the Association for Conflict Resolu-
tion (ACR), a national organization and its mission is to advocate andc onflict resolution and collaborative decision mak-
ing at all levels of society the development and support of peacemakers through educational programs and services pro-
vided to our members and community.

Conflict Resolution Day was started in 2005 by the Association for Conflict Resolution raise awareness of various
peaceful methods of resolving conflict in our communities, schools and homes and, this year, Conflict Resolution Day
2013 will be celebrated around the world on October 17th to promote awareness of mediation, arbitration, conciliation
and other peaceful means of resolving conflicts; encourage the use of conflict resolution in schools, families, businesses,
communities, government and the legal system; and recognize the significant contributions of peaceful conflict resolvers.

Therefore, the Honolulu City Council, on behalf of the people of the City and County of Honolulu, recognizes October
17, 2013 as CONFLICT RESOLUTION DAY and encourage all residents to learn more about conflict resolution prac-
tices to promote peaceful and creative resolutions to disputes. Further, the Honolulu City Council thanks the Association
for Conflict Resolution for its continued efforts in promoting peaceful means of resolving differences and offers best
wishes in all its future endeavors.

Council Recognizes Conflict Resolution Day 2013

Clean Water and Natural Lands Proposals


