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Wahiawa-Whitmore Village Neighborhood Board

In 2010, voters approved a charter amendment to direct a half of one percent of prop-
erty taxes in grants to assist non-profit organizations with their mission. These grants
were meant to provide a safety net for non-profits even during the most difficult of
times. The amendment established an advisory commission appointed by the Mayor,
but stipulated that the Commission’s recommendations are subject to Council ap-
proval. On October 9th, the City Council amended the Advisory Commission’s recom-
mendations by adding a number of agencies that had ranked below the cut off score.
The Honolulu City Council’s adoption of Resolution 13-173, amended to expand the
number of non-profit agencies eligible for funding, maintained the integrity of the
process while taking the grant awards beyond a rigid calculation of points. Many of
the organizations made eligible for funding had previously been excluded by slim mar-
gins, one as close as a fraction of a single percentage point. The Council reduced the
funding amounts recommended by the Commission and widened the safety net.

The Council’s action assures that a greater number
of non-profit organizations will be able to address
the needs of the people they were established to
serve. Two such organizations are Adult Friends
for Youth which will provide needed services to
students at Leilehua High School and the Wahi-
awa Center for Community Health, which aims to
address the lack of quality health care services in
the community. In testimony before the Council,
several organizations originally recommended for
funding agreed with the Council’s changes despite
the fact that those changes would reduce their own
funding amounts. Over the past few years, many of these service and charitable or-
ganizations have seen declining federal funding. With the current financial crisis in
Washington, restoration of those funds to pre-recession levels appears unlikely. As a
result Councilmembers are witnessing firsthand the impact these shortfalls are having
on the homeless, at-risk youth, victims of domestic violence, the elderly and the poor.

A healthy society is measured as much by its public infrastructure as its social infra-
structure – how it cares for its underserved populations. Through the Grants In Aid
process, the Council is exercising its authority to increase support for those in need.
Although changes to the recommendations were made, the Council acknowledges and
appreciates the hard work put forth by the Advisory Commission. In its initial year,
the Council remains supportive of the program and believes it will ultimately prove to
be a fair and reliable mechanism to support the many non-governmental organizations
that provide much-needed aid and assistance to the underserved in our communities.

Grant-In-Aid Critical Source of Funds for Non-Profits



One of the featured artists in the 2nd Annual Pamana Art Exhibit is Adam Medeiros, a graduate of
Leilehua High School, Class of 2010. He is currently attending
Leeward Community College and majoring in Liberal Arts.

As a child he was always interested in clay molding
and pencil drawing and is still growing as an artist
and exploring his creative inner being. This year he
has two pieces on display. Both are pencil drawings
that show his great capabilities as an artist. He also
had two pieces featured in The Pamana Art Exhibit
debut in October 2012. His artwork is sure to be dis-
played in art exhibits in the years to come and I wish
him all the best as he continues to grow as an artist.

The 2nd Annual Pamana Exhibit, presented by the Asia-Pacific Arts Con-
sortium (A-PAC) and sponsored by Renato & Maria A.F. Estrata Foun-
dation is currently on display at Honolulu Hale Courtyard. It is open to
the public October 16th to October 31st from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM. This
Filipino-American Art Exhibit is one of many events being held in cele-
bration of Filipino-American History month. This year’s theme is “2
Islands1 Spirit” which highlights the strong connection Filipino-
Americans have with their families and friends both here in Hawaii and
in the Philippines.

The Pamana Exhibit showcases Filipino artistic legacies and features the
works of fourteen Filipino-American artists in various art media. This
year the exhibit also includes different art elements such as music, dance
and fashion indigenous of selected Philippine regional traditions. Artists
were also invited from Manila to participate and show their pieces in line
with the theme, “2 Islands 1 Spirit.”

I am grateful for the efforts of Exhibit Director, Corinne Gallardo Mata and Event Direc-
tor, Leo Rojas Gozar in organizing this event. It is a great tribute to Filipino-Americans
and their contributions to the arts. I would also like to thank my colleague, Councilmem-
ber Joey Manahan for introducing HB 3343 HD1 when serving as a Representative in the
Hawaii State Legislature. The bill, which designated the month of October as Filipino-
American History Month was passed unanimously by the House and Senate in 2008 and
was signed into law by the Governor on April 15, 2008. Filipino-American History
Month has been widely celebrated in the United States since 1988. However, the Hawaii
State Legislature is the first governing body to officially recognize this month.

As the City representative for Wahiawa and Whitmore Village I am especially
proud to celebrate Filipino-American History Month and recognize the many posi-
tive contributions of Filipino-Americans to our communities and across the State.
Filipino-Americans have proven themselves to be industrious and hard-working
individuals who serve in every sector including government. I am honored to work
alongside my distinguished colleagues of Filipino-American descent; Council-
member Joey Manahan, Councilmember Ron Menor and Councilmember Kim-
berly Marcos Pine.

2nd Annual Pamana Art Exhibit

Adam Medeiros Featured Artist at Pamana Art Exhibit


