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Ko‘olauloa Neighborhood Board Report

Last month, the City Council
unanimously approved two
measures in an effort to re-
store regular bus service.
The resolutions request the
Mayor to take another look
at the City budget to find
funding and also requests
suspending the farebox re-
covery policy on funding the
operating costs of the City
Bus System for fiscal year
2013.

Resolution 12-173 asks the
Mayor to revisit the City
budget to find funding to
supplement the $6-7 million shortfall which resulted in the Department of Transporta-
tion Services to adjust the bus routes and frequency. The resolution cites that a com-
bined $8 million were lapsed in FY 2010 and FY 2011. The administration has also
been asked to pursue federal funding to restore bus service.

The Council also approved Resolution 12-177 which suspends the farebox recovery pol-
icy on funding the bus system’s operating costs for the 2013 fiscal year. The fare box
recovery ratio, as it stands allows for no less than 27 percent and no more than 33 per-
cent of fare box revenue to be allocated to operating costs. By suspending the policy,
DTS can appropriate sufficient funds to restoring bus service.

At the August 29th meeting of the Council’s Budget Committee, members asked the ad-
ministration what it would take to restore bus services. The City’s response was that it
would take six to seven million dollars and even if the money could be found, full ser-
vice could not be restored any sooner than March of 2013. I personally believe that we
can find the money to fully restore the bus schedules and possibly restore the schedules
prior to next year. I have the support of other Council members on this effort, including
Budget Chair Ann Kobayashi who had previously asked DTS to find other ways of in-
creasing revenue, such as on-board advertising. Other options include a three to six
month delay in the filling of vacant positions in the department that could provide an
immediate source of funds.

The bottom line is finding the political will to do the right thing and correct the situation
for the many residents who depend on the bus for their transportation needs.

Steps to Restoring Bus Service



Hale‘aha Street Sign Installation

The Punalu‘u community has expressed concern about a missing street sign
at Hale‘aha Road. Response times for The Honolulu Fire Department and
the Honolulu Police Department, as well as Emergency Medical Services
had been delayed at times due to problems with identifying the area.

In coordination with the State Department of Transportation, the City’s De-
partment of Transportation Services has installed the much needed street
sign. This will greatly assist HPD, HFD and EMS when they are called to re-
spond to calls from the community.

Hau‘ula Beach Park Restroom Gates Installed

The Hauula Community Association contacted my office regard-
ing the community’s concern that vagrants were taking over the
comfort station at Hauula Beach Park. Issues ranged from loiter-
ing to prostitution and quickly became a health and safety con-
cern. To address the growing concern, the association requested
the installation of gates that would be locked when the park was
closed.. The Department of Parks and Recreation constructed
and installed the gates in July. I would like to thank the Depart-
ment for their attention to this community project and for the
timely fashion in which the work was done.

Ko‘olauloa Health and Preparedness Fair

Last month, the Ko‘olauloa Health and Wellness Center held
it’s first annual Health and Preparedness Fair at Kokololio
Beach Park.

Representatives from various agencies came out to the com-
munity to provide information on various topics ranging from
disaster preparedness to living a healthier lifestyle.

The Hau‘ula Emergency Leadership Program was on hand to
explain the emergency evacuation plan that has been devel-
oped for the Ko‘olauloa community.

Providing Free Bus Access for Seniors and Disabled Residents
The price for a Senior or Disability Bus pass is now $30 a month. Discount Senior or Disability cards cost
$10 and are valid for four years. This card provides reduced cash fares of $1 per trip. It is my contention
that completely subsidizing free passes for our seniors and disabled residents will not have a significant im-
pact on the multi-million dollar operation of the Department of Transportation Services but could be an in-
dispensable benefit for those on fixed incomes. I have recently introduced Bill 58 that will provide free bus
rides for Oahu county’s seniors and disabled residents who depend heavily on the City’s bus system for
their transportation needs.


