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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

Last month, the City Council unani-
mously approved two measures in an
effort to restore regular bus service.
The resolutions request the Mayor to
take another look at the City budget
to find funding and also requests
suspending the farebox recovery pol-
icy on funding the operating costs of
the City Bus System for FY 2013.

Resolution 12-173 asks the Mayor to
revisit the City budget to find fund-
ing to supplement the $6-7 million
shortfall which resulted in the Department of Transportation Services to adjust
the bus routes and frequency. The resolution cites that a combined $8 million
were lapsed in FY 2010 and FY 2011. The administration has also been asked to
pursue federal funding to restore bus service.

The Council also approved Resolution 12-177 which suspends the farebox re-
covery policy on funding the bus system’s operating costs for the 2013 fiscal
year. The fare box recovery ratio, as it stands allows for no less than 27 percent
and no more than 33 percent of fare box revenue to be allocated to operating
costs. By suspending the policy, DTS can appropriate sufficient funds to restor-
ing bus service.

At the August 29th meeting of the Council’s Budget Committee, members asked
the administration what it would take to restore bus services. The City’s re-
sponse was that it would take six to seven million dollars and even if the money
could be found, full service could not be restored any sooner than March of
2013. I personally believe that we can find the money to fully restore the bus
schedules and possibly restore the schedules prior to next year. I have the sup-
port of other Council members on this effort, including Budget Chair Ann Koba-
yashi who had previously asked DTS to find other ways of increasing revenue,
such as on-board advertising. Other options include a three to six month delay in
the filling of vacant positions in the department that could provide an immediate
source of funds.

The bottom line is finding the political will to do the right thing and correct the
situation for the residents who depend on the bus for their transportation needs.

Steps Toward Restoring City Bus Service



Allowing Dogs in Parks in Kahalu‘u

At the August Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board meeting,
the board opted to support the exploration of allowing
dogs on the premises in City parks in Kahalu‘u.

At the request of the Board, I introduced Resolution 12-
227, requesting the Department of Parks and Recreation
to investigate the designation of Kahalu‘u Regional Park
and/or Kualoa Regional Park as off-leash and/or leash
parks for dogs. The resolution also asks the Department
to consider Laenani Neighborhood Park as a leash park.

These three parks do not currently allow animals on the
property. In fact, there are no public parks in the Kaha-
lu’u area designated in whole or in part to allow residents
to enjoy recreational activities with their dogs. However, the Parks Department does have rules in place that
people must obey when bringing dogs either on or off-leash into parks where it is allowed. Allowing on-
leash usage and possibly developing designated off-leash areas within these parks would benefit the resi-
dents of Kahalu‘u and surrounding communities.

Resolution 12-227 must pass out of the Committee of Parks and
Cultural Affairs before it can be brought to the full Council for
adoption. The earliest the resolution can be on the committee’s
agenda is September 18th. If you support this legislation and
would like to see the committee take action on it, please feel free
to call or e-mail me or Parks Committee Chair Councilmember
Tom Berg to express your desire to have the measure placed on
the agenda for consideration.

Providing Free Bus Access for Seniors and Disabled Residents
The price for a Senior or Disability Bus pass is now $30 a month. Discount Sen-
ior or Disability cards cost $10 and are valid for four years. This card provides
reduced cash fares of $1 per trip. It is my contention that completely subsidizing
free passes for our seniors and disabled residents will not have a significant im-
pact on the multi-million dollar operation of the Department of Transportation
Services but could be an indispensable benefit for those on fixed incomes. I have

recently introduced Bill 58 that will provide free bus rides for Oahu county’s seniors and disabled residents
who depend heavily on the City’s bus system for their transportation needs.

Kahalu‘u Regional Park is among three parks asked
to be considered for on-leash and/or off-leash use.

Removing He‘eia Kea and Waihe‘e Lands from Surplus List
In recent months, an issue regarding certain lands in He‘eia and Waihe‘e being placed on the City’s list of
surplus lands generated concern in the local communities. City surplus lands are available to departments
within the City, but can also be sold to private entities if deemed appropriate.

I am working on taking these lands off the surplus list and having the Department of Parks and Recreation
partner with non-profits to utilize these lands to develop programs beneficial to the Kahalu‘u community.
The Waihe‘e Ahupua‘a Initiative would develop an outdoor learning center in Waihe‘e Valley Nature Park
and the Kaneohe Canoe Club would work to create a training area in He‘eia Kea Valley Nature Park.

Dog parks allow pets and their owners to
enjoy healthy recreational activities together!


