
Sept. 2012

Ernest Y. Martin
Chair and Presiding Officer
Honolulu City Council

Representing District II:
Mililani Mauka, Wahiawā, Whitmore Village, Mokulē‘ia, Waialua, Hale‘iwa, Waimea, Pūpūkea, Sunset Beach,

Kahuku, La‘ie, Hau‘ula, Punalu‘u, Kahana, Ka‘a‘awa, Kualoa, Waiāhole, Waikane,
Kahalu‘u, Ahuimanu, and a portion of He‘eia

Council Calendar

City Council Meeting : Oct 3

 Tuesday, September 18:

Safety, Economic Development &

Government Affairs - 9:00 am

Parks & Cultural Affairs - 10:30 am

Executive Matters & Legal Affairs -

1:00 pm

 Wednesday, September 19:

Budget - 9:00 am

Public Works &

Sustainability - 1:00 pm

 Thursday, September 20:

Zoning & Planning - 9:00 am

Transportation - 1:00 pm

Legislative Matters - 2:30 pm

Ernest Martin
Council Chair
emartin@honolulu.gov

768-5002

Kimberly Ribellia
Chief of Staff
Executive Assistant
kribellia@honolulu.gov

768-5036

Laura Figueira
Chief Policy Advisor
lfigueira@honolulu.gov

768-5034

Reed Matsuura
Senior Community Liaison
rmatsuura@honolulu.gov

768-5038

Heidi Tsuneyoshi
Community Liaison
htsuneyoshi@honolulu.gov

768-5039

Michael Sakata
Community Liaison
msakata@honolulu.gov

768-5037

Office Contact Information

Mililani Mauka Neighborhood Board

Last month, the City Council unani-
mously approved two measures in an
effort to restore regular bus service.
The resolutions request the Mayor to
take another look at the City budget
to find funding and also requests
suspending the farebox recovery pol-
icy on funding the operating costs of
the City Bus System for FY 2013.

Resolution 12-173 asks the Mayor to
revisit the City budget to find fund-
ing to supplement the $6-7 million
shortfall which resulted in the Department of Transportation Services to adjust
the bus routes and frequency. The resolution cites that a combined $8 million
were lapsed in FY 2010 and FY 2011. The administration has also been asked to
pursue federal funding to restore bus service.

The Council also approved Resolution 12-177 which suspends the farebox re-
covery policy on funding the bus system’s operating costs for the 2013 fiscal
year. The fare box recovery ratio, as it stands allows for no less than 27 percent
and no more than 33 percent of fare box revenue to be allocated to operating
costs. By suspending the policy, DTS can appropriate sufficient funds to restor-
ing bus service.

At the August 29th meeting of the Council’s Budget Committee, members asked
the administration what it would take to restore bus services. The City’s re-
sponse was that it would take six to seven million dollars and even if the money
could be found, full service could not be restored any sooner than March of
2013. I personally believe that we can find the money to fully restore the bus
schedules and possibly restore the schedules prior to next year. I have the sup-
port of other Council members on this effort, including Budget Chair Ann Koba-
yashi who had previously asked DTS to find other ways of increasing revenue,
such as on-board advertising. Other options include a three to six month delay in
the filling of vacant positions in the department that could provide an immediate
source of funds.

The bottom line is finding the political will to do the right thing and correct the
situation for the residents who depend on the bus for their transportation needs.

Steps Toward Restoring City Bus Service



Community Concerns Regarding Roadwork in Mililani Mauka

My office received concerns from the community regarding the road-
work being done in the area. One of the main complaints is loose
gravel that is left after the work is completed. Following up on the
concerns, my staff met with Betty Wilson, President of Alakona, who
was able to shed light on the project.

An important aspect of the project to understand is that the work be-
ing done is a preventative maintenance strategy. The slurry seal is a
pavement surface treatment system that fills cracks and seals the sur-
face weather-tight to extend the life of the road and decrease life-
cycle costs. The work being done will decrease the likelihood of
damages to the road such as potholes.

As reported by Ms. Wilson, loose gravel will be noticed after slurry
seal treatment and will have a rough looking finish. The gravel and appearance of the road will naturally
smooth out through vehicle traffic after 2-3 weeks at which time Alakona returns to the site to sweep any
gravel that is left. Residents are encouraged to call the company directly with any concerns at 833-1991. I
will continue to work with the community and Alakona for the duration of this project to ensure that every-
thing continues to run smoothly.

Providing Free Bus Access for Seniors and Disabled Residents
The price for a Senior or Disability Bus pass is now $30 a year. Discount Senior or
Disability cards cost $10 and are valid for four years. This card provides reduced
cash fares of $1 per trip. It is my contention that completely subsidizing free passes
for our seniors and disabled residents will not have a significant impact on the multi-
million dollar operation of the Department of Transportation Services but could be
an indispensable benefit for those on fixed incomes. I have recently introduced Bill
58 that will provide free bus rides for Oahu county’s seniors and disabled residents
who depend heavily on the City’s bus system for their transportation needs.

Eat the Street Mililani (3) Another Success
Eat the Street Mililani held this past Saturday was another huge
success. The Mililani Town Association has made continual im-
provements based on feedback from the community. After the first
event the venue was expanded, the roadway between the two sites
was closed for safety, and off site parking and shuttle service were
provided. This time, tables and chairs were set up so attendees
could sit and enjoy their edible treats in comfort. Congratulations
to the Mililani Town Association, Eat the Street organizers, and
their many supporters for yet another great community event!

Remembering Queen Liliuokalani on her Birthday

I was pleased to present an Honorary Certificate celebrating Queen Liliuo-
kalani’s life and her enduring friendship with President Grover Cleveland.
President Cleveland’s grandson, George accepted the certificate during his
visit on behalf of the Cleveland family. Kahu Kaleo Patterson received the
certificate on behalf of The Pacific Justice and Reconciliation Center.

Newly resurfaced roadway in
Mililani Mauka after application
of slurry seal treatment.


