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Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board Report

The City Council is now en-
gaged in its Annual Budget Review
of the operating and capital improve-
ment budget documents submitted
by the Mayor. For fiscal year 2015
(FY15), the operating budget was
introduced at $2.1 billion, about $77
million more than last year. The pro-
posed capital budget is $640 million,
which is $8 million more than fiscal
year 2014.

The operating and capital budget bills go through three readings of the
full Council and two readings in the Council’s Committee on Budget. During
this time, each department presents their specific budget. From this, the Council
is able to determine amendments that need to be made . The Executive Operat-
ing budget gives the public an idea of how the general fund will be utilized to
cover operating and maintenance costs for public facilities on Oahu. The funding
for this budget comes from general fund revenue, which is derived from property
taxes and assessed fees. The Executive Capital budget reflects island-wide im-
provements to existing structures or proposals for new structures that would
benefit the public.

One of the obstacles facing the City Council this budget season is finding
a way to balance the budget. Although ordinance requires the Mayor to submit a
balanced budget to Council, the proposed budget was balanced with revenue en-
hancements not approved by the Council. On February 26th, the Budget commit-
tee voted not to advance the proposed $10 monthly fee for trash pick up intro-
duced by the administration. Committee members had many concerns with the
proposal ranging from the obvious financial burden it places on residents to the
possibility of the system being taken advantage of. The Council also chose to
table a measure introduced by the Mayor that would allow advertisements on
City buses.

The Council has proven time and again that it is well-equipped with the
skills it takes to develop a balanced budget. It is a long and tedious, but worth-
while process because we are able to affect real change and improve the quality
of life for the residents of our respective council districts.

Council Begins Annual Budget Review

The City Council nixed a proposal to charge Oahu resi-
dents $10 a month for trash pick up.



It is no surprise that a majority of our residents believe that
the city’s homeless problem has gotten out of hand. Most feel
the homeless problem affects their quality of life by crowding
our beaches, parks, and sidewalks. To make matters even
worse, there is mounting evidence that the problem discour-
ages visitors from returning to Hawaii.

The latest 2013 Statewide Homeless Point-in-Time Count re-
ports there are over 4,500 homeless individuals in Honolulu,
about one-third on the streets and the rest in shelters. More
than half of these individuals were counted as a family with
one adult and at least one child under the age of 18. The Uni-

versity of Hawaii’s Center on the Family reported that, of the clients tracked in homeless service programs,
over 3,000 clients were under the age of 18 and over 1,700 were under the age of five. These statistics are sur-
prising because most of the homeless visible on the streets are chronically homeless adults suffering from
mental illness, substance abuse, or both. Hidden is the fact that nearly a quarter of our homeless population
are children.

In 2012, the State implemented the Housing First Initiative, a program which has been implemented in
cities across the nation. This program takes chronically homeless adults off the streets and places them in
housing without any preconditions. They are provided a full range of support services until they are able to
move into permanent housing. Meanwhile, unemployed poor and low-income families continue to struggle
with much less assistance or no help at all. I believe that Honolulu would be better served by putting
“Families First” and devoting more of our resources toward stable housing for the large number of homeless
children and youth. We need to reassess our housing strategy and shift our policies to first helping our needy
families and the working poor. Yes, we must still commit to providing a decent level of services to the chroni-
cally homeless, but we must face the reality that many of them will never become self sufficient.

In his FY 15 budget, the Mayor has proposed to spend millions of dollars on Housing First, hoping to
clear our streets, parks and other public places of the telltale tents and shopping carts. He contends that Hous-
ing First will be able to offer assistance to families as well. Prior to 2010, federal support for ”chronically
homeless” was limited to unaccompanied individuals. To meet the definition of “chronically homeless” today,
a family has to have an adult member with a disabling condition and has been continuously homeless for one
year or more, or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. While this is a step in
the right direction, it still diverts critical housing assistance away from the population where a helping hand
can result in a productive and lasting change for the better.

It is time to shift our priorities and first provide housing for the most vulnerable of our society, the
working poor. With decent housing, their children may have the means to escape the cycle of poverty. Af-
fordable housing for low income families is the most
significant assistance government can provide, both
short and long term. I am certain of this as I grew
up in public housing and it made a tremendous dif-
ference in my life. I would like the city to put the
bulk of our housing assistance where it can do the
most good for the most people. Putting families first
can save the lives of children now in temporary shel-
ters or on the street and give them a reason to hope
for better days ahead.

Putting our Families First


