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Mililani Mauka Neighborhood Board Report

Serious safety concerns were brought to my attention
in the vicinity of Cornerstone Fellowship and the Park
and Ride in Mililani Mauka. It was reported that
speeding along Ukuwai Street had resulted in a num-
ber of near misses and at least one accident. A request
for investigation and service report was submitted to
address the issue. In response, the City’s Department
of Transportation Services (DTS) conducted a traffic
survey, field observations and a review of the area’s
traffic collision history.

The information gained through the investigation revealed that there is speeding
on Ukuwai Street. To address the concern, DTS will be issuing a work order to
narrow the travel way from 20 feet to 10 feet in each direction by demarcating a
shoulder/parking lane on Ukuwai Street between the Mililani District Park west-
erly boundary, which is the City Limit and Makaikai Street. Street parking will
be retained while the narrowing effect should help to deter speeding in the area.
Stop signs are installed at locations where there is a need for more restrictive
right-of-way assignment and are not to be used for speed control. Based on the
volume of daily traffic, neither speed humps nor speed tables are appropriate
traffic control measures for Ukuwai Street.

I would like to thank community members for bringing this concern to my atten-
tion and the City’s Department of Transportation Services’ efforts and plans to
address their concerns. Since receiving the initial reports of concerns for safety
in the area, Mililani Mauka residents who regularly traverse Ukuwai Street dur-
ing peak morning hours have contacted my office with their own accounts of
safety concerns including near misses and accidents resulting from the tendency
for motorists to drive to the extreme right of the roadway to create an additional
lane. I am hopeful that the proposal by DTS to narrow the roadway will address
these concerns and provide for safe travels for motorists and pedestrians alike.

Should you have any questions, concerns, or comments regarding the proposed
actions please feel free to contact me at emartin@honolulu.gov or 808-768-5002.
MAHALO!

Ukuwai Street
Pavement Marking Modifications



It is no surprise that a majority of our residents believe that the
city’s homeless problem has gotten out of hand. Most feel the homeless
problem affects their quality of life by crowding our beaches, parks, and
sidewalks. To make matters even worse, there is mounting evidence that
the problem discourages visitors from returning to Hawaii.

In 2012, the State implemented the Housing First Initiative, a pro-
gram which has been implemented in cities across the nation. This pro-
gram takes chronically homeless adults off the streets and places them in
housing without any preconditions. They are provided a full range of sup-

port services until they are able to move into permanent housing. Meanwhile, unemployed poor and low-
income families continue to struggle with much less assistance or no help at all. I believe that Honolulu would
be better served by putting “Families First” and devoting more of our resources toward stable housing for the
large number of homeless children and youth. We need to reassess our housing strategy and shift our policies
to first helping our needy families and the working poor. Yes, we must still commit to providing a decent
level of services to the chronically homeless, but we must face the reality that many of them will never become
self sufficient.

In his FY 15 budget, the Mayor has proposed to spend millions of dollars on Housing First, hoping to
clear our streets, parks and other public places of the telltale tents and shopping carts. He contends that Hous-
ing First will be able to offer assistance to families as well. Prior to 2010, federal support for ”chronically
homeless” was limited to unaccompanied individuals. To meet the definition of “chronically homeless” today,
a family has to have an adult member with a disabling condition and has been continuously homeless for one
year or more, or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. While this is a step in
the right direction, it still diverts critical housing assistance away from the population where a helping hand
can result in a productive and lasting change for the better.

It is time to shift our priorities and first provide housing for the most vulnerable of our society, the
working poor. With decent housing, their children may have the means to escape the cycle of poverty. Af-
fordable housing for low income families is the most significant assistance government can provide, both short
and long term. I am certain of this as I grew up in public housing and it made a tremendous difference in my
life. I would like the city to put the bulk of our housing assistance where it can do the most good for the most
people. Putting families first can save the lives of children now in temporary shelters or on the street and give
them a reason to hope for better days ahead.

Meheula Parkway Rehabilitation Project Underway

Putting our Families First

Since coming into office I consistently received concerns about the deplorable condi-
tion of Meheula Parkway, a main thoroughfare for Mililani residents. I consistently
worked to increase the City’s budget for road rehabilitation and worked with the De-
partment of Design and Construction to ensure that this important project was given
priority and completed in timely manner. I am pleased that project is underway. The
community’s support and interest in this project was evidenced by the great turnout at
the community meeting I jointly sponsored with Councilmember Menor to discuss the
project. I would like to thank the many residents who took their time to attend the
meeting. I would also like to thank Department of Design and Construction Director
Chris Takashige and Department of Facility Maintenance Deputy Director Ed Manglallan for their expertise in
their discussion of the project and for responding with such detail to the residents’ questions and concerns.


