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2:30 PM— Intergovernmental Affairs &

Human Services
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Wahiawa-Whitmore Village Neighborhood Board

I was pleased to present
members of the Schofield
Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons with an Honorary Cer-
tificate at our Full Council
meeting held on March 12th in
recognition of its 100th Anni-
versary. The Schofield Lodge
received its Charter on October
15, 1914. Initial efforts for the
establishment of the Schofield
Lodge began in 1913, a time
when the Masonic Fraternity
was well established in Hawaii but the three lodges on Oahu were located in
Honolulu, an inconvenient distance from the rapidly growing Army post at
Schofield Barracks. On February 14, 1913, a group of men recognized each
other as Masons in good standing and assembled for the purpose of establishing
a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. This meeting resulted in a petition to the
Grand Lodge of California and a dispensation was granted on December 8, 1913.
Schofield Lodge held its first meeting ten days later.

The first home for the Schofield Lodge was at the Leilehua Department
Store on Post. The Schofield Lodge moved to a few different locations before
the efforts of the Building and Finance Committee resulted in the beautiful tem-
ple that was built on Wilikina Drive just outside Schofield. The cornerstone was
laid on June 29, 1968 and the first meeting was held on December 10, 1968. The
Schofield Lodge has continued to meet there ever since.

Currently the Schofield Lodge has 148 members. Its mission is to make
good men better. The vision of Schofield Lodge is to return Freemasonry to a
position of positive public recognition and popularity with the community. This
will be accomplished through an expansion of the organizations that meet at
Schofield Lodge and making the general public aware of its services. Worship-
ful Master Dado Lajola oversees the Schofield Lodge and its membership.

Congratulations to the Schofield Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for
100 years in the Wahiawa community and best wishes for all future endeavors.

Schofield Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
100th Anniversary



It is no surprise that a majority of our residents believe that the
city’s homeless problem has gotten out of hand. Most feel the homeless
problem affects their quality of life by crowding our beaches, parks, and
sidewalks. To make matters even worse, there is mounting evidence that
the problem discourages visitors from returning to Hawaii.

In 2012, the State implemented the Housing First Initiative, a pro-
gram which has been implemented in cities across the nation. This pro-
gram takes chronically homeless adults off the streets and places them in
housing without any preconditions. They are provided a full range of sup-

port services until they are able to move into permanent housing. Meanwhile, unemployed poor and low-
income families continue to struggle with much less assistance or no help at all. I believe that Honolulu would
be better served by putting “Families First” and devoting more of our resources toward stable housing for the
large number of homeless children and youth. We need to reassess our housing strategy and shift our policies
to first helping our needy families and the working poor. Yes, we must still commit to providing a decent
level of services to the chronically homeless, but we must face the reality that many of them will never become
self sufficient.

In his FY 15 budget, the Mayor has proposed to spend millions of dollars on Housing First, hoping to
clear our streets, parks and other public places of the telltale tents and shopping carts. He contends that Hous-
ing First will be able to offer assistance to families as well. Prior to 2010, federal support for ”chronically
homeless” was limited to unaccompanied individuals. To meet the definition of “chronically homeless” today,
a family has to have an adult member with a disabling condition and has been continuously homeless for one
year or more, or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. While this is a step in
the right direction, it still diverts critical housing assistance away from the population where a helping hand
can result in a productive and lasting change for the better.

It is time to shift our priorities and first provide housing for the most vulnerable of our society, the
working poor. With decent housing, their children may have the means to escape the cycle of poverty. Af-
fordable housing for low income families is the most significant assistance government can provide, both short
and long term. I am certain of this as I grew up in public housing and it made a tremendous difference in my
life. I would like the city to put the bulk of our housing assistance where it can do the most good for the most
people. Putting families first can save the lives of children now in temporary shelters or on the street and give
them a reason to hope for better days ahead.

Putting our Families First

Rehabilitation of Wahiawa District Park Softball Field

The Wahiawa District Park Softball Field had gone into a state of disrepair after years without any major im-
provements. Wet weather patterns in Wahiawa and low areas on the infield led to the cancellation of games
and practices due to ponding water which made use of the field unsafe. I was pleased to support a community
driven effort to improve the condition of the field, making play safe for all users. Members of the community,

including our military neighbors gave of their
time and energy to make necessary improve-
ments to the field. I would like to thank the
many volunteers for their efforts. These types
of events highlight the great benefit that can
be realized when members of the community
come together to affect positive change.


